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Hizzoner greets tour
train passengers
during a stop at City
Hall the other day.

Welcome to Biloxi, through the ages
It happens regularly. Happenstance, for sure,
but regularly.
The Old Biloxi Tour Train, which gives visitors
an inside look at downtown Biloxi and nearby
areas of Biloxi, ambles up, across the street
from City Hall.
And if driver-conductor Carla Sue Beaugez
Taconi spots the Mayormobile in its usual
parking space, she smiles and stops.
“Beep,
beep,” goes
the Jeep and
the dozen or
so passengers
look to the
second floor
of City Hall and holler, on cue: “Hey, FoFo.” If
he’s not in a meeting, out onto the porch pops
Hizzoner, waving to the crowd while shouting
“Welcome to Biloxi.”
“It’s a real treat for them,” Taconi says. “They
love it, that he would take the time to say hello
and welcome to our city.”
The ritual is reminiscent of another era.
Back in the day, they say, the shrimp tour
vessel Sailfish, with a host of passengers
aboard, would venture toward Deer Island and
be greeted by Jean R. Guilhot. Some say it’s
“Gee-ott” and some say “Gill-hart,” but they all
say “The Hermit of Deer Island.”

The legendary “Hermit of Deer
Island,” Jean R. Guilhot. Photo from
the Tex Hamill Down South collection
at Gulf Coast Community College.

He was a former barber and oysterman and
lived as a hermit on Deer Island after a hurricane
destroyed his house in 1947.
“He would row out in his skiff and he’d sing
to the tourists on the Sailfish, serenade them,”
remembers Biloxian Errol Bradley, who had seen
the Hermit around town from time to time. “Oh,
it was a big deal when they’d say he was on
Howard Avenue. He’d be an attraction. I never
shook his hand or talked to him, but I saw him.”
But back to the Sailfish story.
“Oh yea,” Errol said. “Capt. Gorenflo would
bring the Sailfish over near Deer Island. He
would also bring some supplies or a loaf of
bread for Guilhot. It got to the point where the

tourists would throw coins in his skiff.
“So Guilhot made a few coins and he
got some supplies, Capt. Gorenflo was glad to
have him as part of the tour, and the tourists got
to see the Hermit of Biloxi.”
Guilhot, who was said to have had as many
as eight wives before his self-imposed isolation,
was an attraction until he died, age 81, in 1959.
He’s buried in the Biloxi City Cemetery.
And now, they get to see the mayor.
“That is cool,” Bradley agreed with the
parallel, adding with a chuckle: “Maybe they
could start throwing coins to the mayor, or he
could start singing.”
Let’s not go too far, Errol.

The nom de plume Nick L. Shrimp is a homage to the late Walter Fountain, original olde crab, longtime editor of the Biloxi-D’Iberville Press, and longtime Biloxi Chamber of Commerce manager.
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Wheel fun,

inside and out
You’ll ﬁnd live entertainment and plenty of
cool rides outside the mall for Cruisin’ the Coast
or you can step inside the refreshing air-conditioning
to marvel at the 75-ton Salute to the Military sand sculpture.
You really will ﬁnd it all at Edgewater Mall.

COMING SOON: Starbucks and more

Edgewater Mall has a million-square feet of retail, restaurants and
entertainment in a safe and climate-controlled environment.
Hours: Monday-Saturday, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sunday, 12-6 p.m.



L.COM

EDGEWATERMAL
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DILLARD’S | JCPENNEY | BELK | FOOD COURT
HWY 90 | ON THE BEACH | 228-388-3424
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types of classic and antique vehicles and
thousands of car aficionados converge on
the Mississippi Gulf Coast for the state’s
largest car event, Cruisin’ The Coast.
The event takes place Oct. 3-10 along
U.S. 90 from Bay St. Louis to Pascagoula.
This year is the 25th anniversary of the event
and is expected to surpass all other years in
numbers and entertainment.
Cruisin’ has come a long way over two
decades, from having only 374 vehicles
registered in its first year to over 8,000 this
year. As of August 5 when preregistration
ended, 8,043 vehicles were signed up
to cruise in this year’s event. That is 718
ahead of 2019’s numbers. According to
event organizer Woody Bailey, this is the
largest preregistration number in the event’s
history. Forty-five states and Canada are
represented, with 1,268 first-time registrants.
The oldest registered car so far? A 1913
Cadillac touring car.
“Seventeen percent of our current
registrations are from new visitors to the
Coast and to the event,” Bailey said.
“That is a number that I am happy about,
especially for an event that is in its 25th
year.”
Typically, another 1,000 to 1,500
participants sign up during on-site

registration, which begins on Oct. 3.
That means participation is on track to
be above par, with over 9,000 participants,
Bailey said.
With the Cruisin’ silver anniversary event,
Cruisers can except more giveaways, stellar
entertainment and even a fireworks show.
Each year, participants can take a chance
at winning the CTA Raffle Vehicle. This year,
the raffle car is a 1957 Chevrolet Bel Air
Convertible, which is, of course, silver. And
the cash prize giveaways will total $25,000
instead of the normal $20,000. Winners will
be announced on the last Sunday of the
event.
Live entertainment is expected to be a
crowd pleaser, Bailey said, as it is every
year, and is showcased at various venues.
Biloxi’s Block Party takes place Wednesday,
Oct. 6 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. in downtown
wy 90 will be
US Hvehicles
Biloxi. Thousands of Cruisin’
parked throughout downtown, closing some
streets, in fact, for the day, at the direction of
police. The block party runs from U.S. 90 at
Main and Reynoir streets all the way north of
the CSX railway.
“Spectators should come early, park
legally and be prepared for a large
pedestrian crowd,” said Biloxi Police Capt.
Brian Dykes. “Plan to enjoy a good walk
while viewing thousands of classic cars and
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The downtown block party will have
performers on a stage set up across from
Biloxi City Hall, 140 Lameuse St. The live
entertainment begins at 8:30 a.m. with Ty
Taylor and Gram Rea, followed by Elvis
Lorraine
impersonator
CowanGarry Wesley at 11 a.m.,
and DD Thunder
at 1 p.m. There will be
Exit
#38
celebrity appearances
by Cristy Lee and
Courtney Hanson from 10 a.m. to noon.
And Downtown shops and restaurants
will offer discounts or specials during
the event. Block party car owners will
also have a chance to win a trophy for
their car, including one from Biloxi Police
Chief John Miller: “The car I’d most like
to chase.”
Live performances will also take
place at seven entertainment venues:
Bay St. Louis, Pass Christian, Gulfport,
Edgewater Mall in Biloxi,
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Throughout the
eight-day event, cruisers
will be traveling along
U.S. 90, which means, the
Biloxi Police will have a trafﬁc
plan in place.
“Motorists can expect to see
heavier trafﬁc throughout the event on
U.S. 90, with spectators lining some areas,”
Capt. Bryan Dykes said. “Trafﬁc cones and
barricades will be placed on U.S. 90 to assist with the
orderly ﬂow of trafﬁc.”
The plan is a necessity in making sure events that
impact U.S. 90 do not impede trafﬁc and help police
and ﬁre by reserving an emergency lane if needed.
Said Captain Dykes: “ Be patient. Be respectful. And
be safe.”
As for the COVID-19 safety protocols, Bailey says
there will be signage reminding people to social
distance, double the number of hand-washing stations,
and constant reminders for participants and spectators
to adhere to all safety guidelines.
Nearly all is in place, they say, and set for everyone
to safely enjoy the largest car show on the Coast, the
largest special event in Mississippi and “America’s
Largest Block Party!”
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IF TRAFFIC GETS HEAVY ON U.S. 90

90
Westbound
traffic

90
Eastbound
traffic

Right lane is for traffic
Left lane is for emergency vehicles only

Left lane is for emergency vehicles only
Right lane is for traffic
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ROADSIDE WORK COMING SOON

News
& notes
Top grade: Biloxi’s
drinking water and
the city’s oversight of
municipal water wells
scored a five out of
five in the latest annual
report from the state
health department.
The report covers
water source, treatment,
distribution system,
water storage, pumping
facilities, monitoring, and
management.

A diet of fiber
in Eagle Point
Eagle Point residents are
going to be seeing workers
along roadways during
November and December
installing fiber-optics lines.
The project, which is
expected to begin Nov.
1 and end Dec. 31, will
begin on Pin Oak and West
Oaklawn and fiber will be
installed as deep as three
feet below ground.
The Eagle Point Fiber
Project, an AT&T endeavor
being performed by
Deviney Construction, is
not expected to involve
roadways, save an
occasional lane closure;
however, fiber will be laid in
easements across the front
of neighborhood lots.

Hurricane season: Don’t let
your guard down just yet.
Hurricane season, which has
caused its share of
angst this year,
runs through
Nov. 1, and
even torrential
downpours
can cause street
flooding and other issues.
Know how to prepare at
biloxi.ms.us/prepare
Zeta follow-up: FEMA has
paid about $397,000 of the
$81 million in claims Biloxi
has outstanding for Zeta
damage. Besides damage
to piers, harbors and other
public assets, there’s the $4
million debris-removal tab.
Spillway issue: District
Court Judge Louis Guirola
Jr. says his court had no
authority to compel a new
study from the Mississippi
River Commission and
the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers regarding
damages from the Bonnet
Carre spillway opening, but
Biloxi and others can move
forward with damage claims
to fisheries. Read details at
biloxi.ms.us/spillway.



Face it: The City of
Biloxi Facebook page
reached an audience
of more than a million people
before, during and after Ida.
Like and follow the page at
facebook.com/cobiloxi.
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A spending plan
It’s been talked about for more than a month in a dozen or so public meetings, this new
city budget, and now it’s in place, a spending plan that reﬂects city priorities and goals.
The new city budget goes into effect
The revenue streams
The ultimate revenue stream
with the new beginning of Fiscal Year
It’s a budget that relies on the city’s
The budget, where most attention is
2022 on Oct. 1, with its goal of helping
three revenue streams: gaming, sales
paid to local revenue and expenses,
foster a “safe, friendly and beautiful”
and property taxes.
also includes millions in federal funding,
community.
Gaming revenue is forecast to reach
primarily the $112 million remaining
And, if there’s one thing for sure in this
$20.322 million in FY 2022, a 15.8
of the $355 million post-Katrina
new $70 million operating budget, it’s
percent increase over the $17.56 million
infrastructure work, along with various
this: We’re hiring.
projected a year ago. (The FY 21 budget
grants throughout city departments.
The Biloxi Police will have funding
expects to reach $21.1 million in
The 98-cent increase
for 16 new officers, the Biloxi Fire
gaming taxes.)
The safe, friendly
Department has
and beautiful city
been given the OK
BY THE NUMBERS
budget also means
for 10 immediate
slight increases in
hires, Public Works
Local revenue
Local expenditures
your monthly
is picking up 10
$68.8 million
$70.5 million
water bill.
1.2%
new laborers, and
2.2%
Executive 1.0%
The city’s water
Legislative
Engineering
Parks & Recreation
2.4%
7.5%
6.3%
rate
is increasing by
Legal
Non-Departmental Administration
9.3%
will have five new
Grants
2 percent and the
4.6%
beautification
Community
garbage fee is going
Development
10.0%
0.7%
workers.
Other
Fines
31.5%
up by $7 -- a year.
Gaming Taxes & Fees
And new
6.8%
14.8%
In fact, for someone
Parks & Rec
Public Works
equipment and
4.4%
Charges for Services
who uses 5,000
other improvements
gallons of water a
5.8%
Licenses & Permits
are in the offing: 23
month, the combined
new police cruisers,
increase in garbage
24.7%
28.5%
three new fire trucks,
Fire
Police
and water will add
17.9%
doubling-up of
20.4%
Property Taxes
Sales Taxes
up to about 98 cents
street sweeping, a
a month.
host of equipment
Capital projects
in the Public Works
Another segment
$68.8 million vs. $70.5 million? Keep in mind that the new budget year begins with an $8 million financial
Department, and an
cushion,
funds
left
over
from
FY
‘21,
known
as
“beginning
fund
balance.”
And
the
FY
‘22
budget
proposes
to
of the city budget
upgrade at the Bay
Vista Fire Station, the end the year with a $7.5 million “ending fund balance.” The budget, a living document, helps the city maintain is capital projects,
its reserves while focusing on improvements to the city through workers, services and new equipment.
which includes about
busiest in the city.
$20.4
million
in
major
improvement
The city is also raising its minimum
The tax on gaming revenue is the city’s
projects,
such
as
streets
and drainage
wage for employees, from $11.75 to
largest revenue stream, followed by
projects
and
improvements
to city
$12.50, which impacts about 70 of the
sales taxes at $12.7 million and property
facilities.
city’s more than 600 workers. The city,
taxes, which are expected to generate
in an effort to control costs, also made
$8.4 million by the end of this fiscal year.
It’s a living document
revisions to its insurance plan, which
The budget proposes to begin the
One thing to keep in mind on the
covers about 1,600 people, including
year with an $8 million fund balance
city budget. It’s is a piece of paper,
employees, elected leaders and others.
and end the fiscal year with a balance
and the spending plan is amended
of
$7.5
million.
dozens of times throughout the year,
Your city property taxes
based on unanticipated changes in
First things first. For 29 years, the
revenue and or unanticipated changes
city’s tax rate has done one of two
You
can
see
detailed
city
ﬁ
nancial
in expenditures. The FY ‘21 budget has
things: Either stayed the same or gone
information
−
departmental
budgets,
been amended 364 times, and the FY
down. It remains the same this year.
‘22 was amended Sept. 21, just days
capital projects, tax rates and more −
There is no increase in the city property
after it was approved and before the
tax rate, and the tax rate for Biloxi Public
online at biloxi.ms.us/ﬁnances.
fiscal year even began.
Schools actually dropped a tad.
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Happy
Halloween!
Stay safe and bright.

GIVEAWAY
FRIDAYS, OCTOBER 1, 8 & 15
8 PM - 11 PM

35 WINNERS
EACH FRIDAY!
Unclaimed prizes roll over
to the 11 PM drawing.
Tier Bonus for PRIME & PRIORITY
Winners until 10:30 PM.
One free entry and one entry for
every 50 slot points (or table games
equivalent) earned Monday - Friday.
Visit kiosk for drawing check-in after 7 PM.

BILOXI’S ONLY SMOKE FREE CASINO
158 HOWARD AVE, BILOXI, MS • 1-800-PALACE-9
WWW.PALACECASINORESORT.COM
Free Players Club membership required.
Visit Player Services for details.

biloxi.ms.us •
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Coronavirus by the numbers
Harrison County – Daily Cases
900

Since April 26, 2021, the state includes
weekend numbers in Monday’s totals.

850

A word about
where we are

800
750
700

New cases of COVID-19 continue
to increase while the vaccination rate
continues to be low. Health authorities say
the best way to help stop the spread of
the virus is to get vaccinated. Continue to
practice social distancing, avoid crowds,
wash your hands often, clean and disinfect
frequently touched surfaces, and stay
home if you feel sick.
Public health leaders also say the best
way to protect yourself in public and to
help prevent the spread of COVID-19 is to
wear a mask that covers both your nose
and mouth while indoors.

650
600
550
500
450
400
350
300

599

Aug. 13, 2021

250
200

140

Sept. 15, 2021

150
100
50

Statewide overall

Harrison County

Population: 2.97 Million

Population: 208,080

Positive cases

Positive cases

460,312

(as of
Sept. 15, 2021)

(as of
Sept. 15, 2021)

468

(as of
Sept. 15, 2021)
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COVID-19 Vaccinations
Visit online at biloxi.ms.us/
coronavirus-info-practical-advice/
for links to COVID-19 vaccination
locations.

Mississippi
COVID-19 Hotline:
877-978-6453
See updates Friday
on the city’s
Facebook page.
Data reported by Mississippi State
Department of Health.
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Harrison Cty

Gulfport

Biloxi

Long Beach

D’Iberville

Pass Christian

All Incorporated

Unincorporated

Population, Census, April 1, 2020

208,621

72,926

49,449

16,780

12,721

5,686

157,562

51,059

Population, Census, April 1, 2010

187,105

67,793

44,054

14,792

9,486

4,613

140,738

46,367

21,156

5,133

5,395

1,988

3,235

1,073

16,824

4,692

34.96%

23.70%

8.04%

6.10%

2.73%

75.53%

24.47%

New residents
April 1, 2020 Percentage to Total of Harrison Cty
Number of Resident Increase

21,516

5,133

5,395

1,988

3,235

1,073

Percentage of Increase 2010/2020

11.50%

7.57%

12.25%

13.44%

34.10%

23.26%

Latest census ﬁgures show a decade of growth
Source: Census 2020

Biloxi picked up nearly 5,400 residents
in the past decade, a 12 percent increase,
and more new residents than any other city
on the Coast, according to numbers from
Census 2020.
The city had 49,449 residents on Census
Day, April 1, 2020, up from the 44,054
residents in the 2010 census.
The latest numbers, which the Census
Bureau released last week, also show
that Biloxi is now the fourth largest city
in Mississippi, eclipsing Hattiesburg at
48,730.
Overall, the numbers show, Harrison
County now has 208,521 residents, with
more than 75 percent living in one of the
five municipalities in the county.
Mississippi, meanwhile, lost 6,000
residents in the past decade and was one

of only three states to lose population. The
other states that lost population were West
Virginia, with a 3.2 percent decrease, and
Illinois with a 0.1 percent decrease.
The population loss was not large
enough to cost Mississippi a congressional
seat, as occurred after the 2000 Census
when the state dropped from five U.S.
House seats to four.
The new Census numbers show

Mississippi had a net loss of about 6,000
residents from 2010 to 2020, a 0.2 percent
decrease in a state of nearly 3 million
residents.
The state became more diverse in the
past decade: Mississippi lost about 48,400
white residents during the decade, but
gained nearly 20,000 Black residents,
about 16,700 Hispanic residents and about
4,500 Asian residents. The number of
people who identify themselves as being
of two or more races increased by about
11,200.
The 2020 Census shows that the
resident population of the United States,
including the 50 states and the District of
Columbia, was 331,449,281 as of April 1,
2020, an increase of 7.4 percent since the
2010 Census.

Compass Imaging locations in
Biloxi and D’Iberville offer 3D
Mammography exams.
Utilizing advanced breast tomosynthesis technology,
these exams are clinically proven to significantly
increase the detection of breast cancers, while
simultaneously decreasing the number of women
asked to return for additional testing.
If you would like to schedule a
3D Mammogram exam, or have questions
about this important breast health procedure,
please call 228-314-7226.

www.MeritHealthBiloxi.com

biloxi.ms.us •
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The

walking dead
in Biloxi
By Laurie Rosetti
Downtown Services
You’re never alone, even during
what you think are your weakest
moments. You have thousands of
years of powerful ANCESTORS within
you, the blood of the divine great
ones in you, supreme intellect and
royalty in you. Inﬁnite strength is
always on tap for you. It is with this
knowledge the Old Biloxi Cemetery
Tour will present a reprisal of the
theme “Family Legends and Lore
2” to celebrate and memorialize our
ancestors and the part they play in
our present and in our future.
The 15th annual tour will be
presented LIVE on Sunday, Oct. 17
from 2-4 p.m. and again on Tuesday,
Oct. 19 from 5-7 p.m. Parking will be
available along Irish Hill and in marked
areas of the cemetery. Programs and
tour maps will be available at entry
points located on the U.S. 90 (Beach
Boulevard) gate and the Caldwell
Street entryway to the cemetery. This
free-to-the-public event is presented
by Preserve Biloxi, a committee made
up of dedicated employee-volunteers

from the City of Biloxi, Biloxi Bay
Area Chamber of Commerce, Biloxi
Main Street, Biloxi Local History and
Genealogy Library of the Harrison
County Library System, and the
University of Southern Mississippi
History Department.
“After postponing the live event in
2020 because of COVID-19 measures,
the committee decided to reprise last
year’s theme which was only offered
virtually via BTV. Our actors were
 See the virtual tour at
www.biloxi.ms.us/cemeterytour.

superb and the stories submitted by
descendants were far too good not
be seen live and in-person”, said Bill
Raymond, historic administrator for
the City of Biloxi. Graveside portrayals
will include: Nicholas Christian Ladner
(Cree Cantrell); Henry J. Agregaard
(Bill Collins); Leda Anglada (Kathe
Newcomb); John Becnel (Barry
Newman); Ida Champeaux/Teresa
Croncich (April Donegan/Tina Ball
Johnston); Wilhelm Wallis (Brennan
Prince); Verta Lee Bosarge Swetman
(Glenda O’Neil); Paul Taconi (Boyce
Deaton); James Parks Caldwell (Sam
Burke); and Lessaint Broussard.
While the event is free, donations
are accepted. All monies raised are
used to fund ongoing preservation
projects at the cemetery. Preserve
Biloxi has reconstructed one tomb
and assisted with funding and
expertise for the restoration of two
additional tombs.
Visit the cemetery and walk with
the living dead. Fill your Halloween
basket with knowledge of the past.

Tina Ball Johnson portraying Teresa Croncich and
Brandy Mills portraying Ida Champeaux

Becnel

Taconi

Agregaard

Wallis
Caldwell
Broussard

Ewing

Ladner

Anglada

Cree Cantrell portraying Nicholas Christian Ladner
Photos by August Taconi
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Swetman

Family Legends and Lore 2

Clayton Pennylegion portraying Wilhelm Wallis
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Coast Transit: Caring for the Community
Morgan Shiyou
Coast Transit Authority

A masked driver is
ready to roll, safely.

Coast Transit Authority cares about the
community and keeping the Gulf Coast rolling
for you. On top of providing clean, safe, and
reliable transportation, CTA is part of your
daily community responding to COVID-19,
hurricanes, and supporting events and
businesses in the area.
CTA continues to conduct
stringent COVID-19
countermeasures such as
quarterly application of longlasting aerosol disinfectant of
all buses and facilities, daily wipe down of all
highly touched areas and providing masks
for all persons entering a CTA bus or facility.
Masks are still required upon boarding.
All buses are equipped with individually
packaged and free masks should a rider need
one. Even with all these extra precautions,
CTA buses make it to their destinations timely
and efficiently.
In partnership with Singing River Health
Systems, CTA recently hosted three free
vaccination days in Harrison County, two of

thursday, oct. 21, 2021
6 pm
downtown biloxi
Friday, oct. 22, 2021
5 pm 7 pm -tailgating

biloxi.ms.us •

which were held at CTA’s Biloxi Transit Center.
The Vaccine Day on August 7 resulted in
31 vaccinations and 10 bus passes were
handed out as incentives. And, on August 28,
despite Hurricane Ida, 41 vaccinations were
administered and 25 one-month bus passes
($50 valued) were given out as incentives.
Should transportation barriers stop any
Harrison County resident who
wants a COVID-19 vaccine,
call 228-896-8080 to schedule
a ride to your vaccination
destination. Together we can
beat the COVID-19 pandemic!
CTA’s essential employees worked
fearlessly before and after Hurricane Ida
to move people out of harm’s way. Sixtyseven people were transported to shelters in
Harrison County and eighty-three people were
transported safely back home. We are proud
to have such a caring and dedicated crew!
Make CTA part of your hurricane
preparedness plan today by calling
866-206-8843 or visiting CoastTransit.com
to pre-register for the CTA Hurricane
Evacuation Program.

We hope
to see
you and
your
family
at
hoco 21!
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The focus
on safety
continues
at the VA
Bryan C. Matthews, Director
Gulf Coast Veterans Health Care System
The Veterans Health Administration is
consistently undergoing change, concerted
efforts to improve upon the health care
offered to its beneficiaries. As part of this
organization, the Gulf Coast Veterans
Health Care System has been undergoing
a cultural modernization, a transformation
into a high reliability organization (HRO).
While the GCVHCS has historically
provided top-notch care to the more
than 77,000
beneficiaries from
Biloxi, Miss. to
Panama City, Fla.,
the move toward
becoming an HRO
- an organization
experiencing fewer
than anticipated
accidents or events
Bryan C. Matthews
of harm despite
operating in highly complex, high-risk
environments where even small errors can
lead to tragic results - is a direct reflection
of what VHA leadership recognizes as
improvements which can be made.
The cultural shift we’re undergoing
involves every single one of our more than
2,600 employees, with GCVHCS leaders
empowering staff to lead continuous
process improvements within workspaces,
creating an environment where employees
feel safe to report harm or near misses, and
fostering a sense of trust and accountability
between frontline staff and leadership.
In essence, we’re focusing on the ‘why’
errors occur and developing strategic
initiatives to ensure a mishap never
happens.
The GCVHCS’ move toward becoming
an HRO not only unleashes the incredible
talent and commitment within our system,
but also supports our efforts to strengthen
the trust of Veterans in our services and
organizations.

Frontline teams care for visitors
and value safety in all aspects

Employees continue to
provide top-notch care

The VHA has been a leader in the
patient safety movement for more than
20 years and is committed to continuing
improving safety and quality of care. For
more than two years, the VHA has been
involved in the HRO transformation effort,
and every VHA facility, is dedicated to
the organization’s ‘Zero Harm’ mission.
Leaders are employing this organizationwide commitment to Zero Harm by
developing a strong safety culture
featuring empowered, collaborative
frontline teams supported by engaged
leadership within a climate of trust and
continuous improvement.
While some of these improvements
might be invisible to our beneficiaries,
the training each GCVHCS employee is
undergoing is designed with one thing
in mind - to improve the experience you
have when visiting one of our facilities.
As the GCVHCS moves forward with its
journey to high reliability, we will work to
reinforce HRO principles, and we look
 Visit online at www.biloxi.va.gov
and on Facebook at VAGulfCoast.

forward to learning from our employees
and beneficiaries about what we can do to
further restore trust within our workforce
and with our Veterans, contributing to the
creation of a learning organization, and
supporting the modernization of
VHA systems.
As always, thank you for allowing us to
be part of this wonderful community.

This monthly column and the 15-minute program airing daily at 6:45 a.m. and 6:45 p.m. on BTV are created by the Gulf Coast Veterans Health Care System manager.
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Keesler answers the COVID-19 call in Baton Rouge
By Airman 1st Class Jasmine Galloway
81st Training Wing Public Affairs
With COVID-19 and its delta variant
numbers rising, Keesler’s medical personnel
were called to deploy in support of
Louisiana and its first responders, who
were facing challenges to keep up with the
physical, mental and emotional demands to
care for the growing number of patients.
“Keesler Medical Center deployed 22
medical personnel including doctors,
nurses, respiratory therapists and
administrators for the Federal Emergency
Management Agency to support COVID-19
operations at Our Lady of the Lake Regional
Medical Center in Baton Rouge, La.,”
said 2nd Lt. BriAnna Green, 81st Medical
Support Squadron, medical logistics flight
commander.
“It is important for Keesler to support and
be able to assist with providing the best
care possible by ensuring the local team can
acquire the appropriate mental and physical
rest to continue the fight against COVID.”
Watch the Keesler update each day at 7:45 a.m.,
7:45 p.m. and 1:45 on BTV: Biloxi Television.

Lt. Col. Melissa Beasley, center right, addresses the Keesler team at Our Lady of the Lake in Baton Rouge.

The team began deploying Aug. 21 under
the Defense Security Cooperation Agency
as support for civil authorities as one of five
teams.
“Typically the Department of Defense is
not the first one called in this situation,”
said Lt. Col. Melissa Beasley, 81st Medical
Support Squadron commander. “We train
for this. Now we get the opportunity to go
out and work not only with our civilian, but
Army and Navy counterparts as well.”

Although the teams will be spread out in
different areas in order to utilize resources
in multiple places, being able to reduce any
form of suffering is a joint effort near and far.
Said 2nd Lt. Green: “This support reminds
the community that the fight against COVID
is still ongoing and solidifies the stance
that members of the Armed Forces and
other federal agencies are able and ready
to provide assistance in any time of crisis
around the world.”

DIRECTLY TO YOUR INBOX

mail

It’s free. Cancel anytime. To sign up,
go to biloxi.ms.us and click on
the Bmail icon.
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Random
Notes
The Hermit did
public transit.
Who knew?
The Hermit of Deer Island lore
continues. A few years ago,
researcher E.W. Suarez at the
Biloxi Public Library discovered
Jean Guilhot’s past may have
included serving time for a
police shooting in Pennsylvania.
Involved in the shooting of two
cops, if it’s our man. And now,
former Mayor Gerald Blessey,
asked about the pronunciation
of the name the other day (“Geeoh,” he says), recalled the hermit
as an affable fellow. “My brother
Walter, my Dad and I would run
into him when we were hunting
or fishing on Deer Island,”
Blessey said. “He was friendly.
But I’m not sure how much of a
hermit he was. He’d row his skiff
to Holley Street, catch the bus
and go shopping downtown. He
had a good thing going.”

IDA: The South Louisiana relief efforts

It’s a
mess!

Biloxi ﬁreﬁghters load supplies

What
they’re
reading:
Biloxi
Visitors
Center

Biloxians answer the call to
help stricken neighbors

So, it’s gonna be a busier-thanusual kind of time down at the
Biloxi Visitors Center these days,
with Cruisin’ visitors getting
the inside story on the flavor of
Biloxi, planning underway for a
Fall Festival and even helping
with the annual cemetery tours.
All that, open every day, and
they still find time for reading.
Here are the current page
turners from the staff at Biloxi’s
welcome wagon:

Volunteers tarp a roof

Volunteers from Biloxi and New Sharon,
Iowa wrestle with a tree on a roof.
Photo by Ken Alsup

• Bill Raymond, Visitors
Center manager, “Spelling
Mississippi,” by Marnie
Woodrow.

Oh, the felled trees

• Katie Miller, host,
“Ariadne,” by Jennifer
Saint.
• Conner Slatten, host, “The
Rachel Papers,” by Martin
Amis.

The Biloxi-New Sharon contingent

The secret convention
They came, they met, they learned, they enjoyed, and they left. It will
probably go down as one of the year’s largest conventions that you never
heard about. But with the Biloxi Police Department and
Golden Nugget as hosts, nearly 600 law enforcers from
across the country were in Biloxi last month for the five-day
Regional Organized Crime Information Center conference,
representing 14 Southern states. Camera-shy delegates
learned about the latest in secure information sharing and
communications. In all, with nearly 300 family members and dozens of
vendors in tow, the convention accounted for more than 2,300 room nights.
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The final chapter of the 2021 storm season has yet to be written, but
there’s no overlooking Hurricane Ida, a glancing blow for Biloxi but a direct
hit by a Cat 4 storm (Katrina was a 3 at landfall), pummeling towns, large
and small, in south Louisiana.
Biloxians, who endured such devastation years ago, remembered the
flood of help after Katrina and jumped into action.
The Biloxi Fire Museum volunteers spent a week in small towns outside of
Hammond -- Independence, etc. -- cutting and hauling huge trees from roofs
and yards, mucking out homes, and putting on blue tarps.
The BPD helped serve thousands of meals -- nearly 500 a day for lunch,
breakfast and dinner for a week -- in multi-day, multi-jurisdictional efforts in
LaPlace and St. John the Baptist parish.
And the BFD has delivered three truckloads of supplies that had been
graciously dropped off at Biloxi’s 10 fire stations. The folks in the small town
of Lafitte were most appreciative.

biloxi.ms.us •

• Troy Stovall, events,
“Tales of Terror,” by H.P.
Lovecraft.
• Nick Halula, host, “The
Tale of the Body Thief,” by
Anne Rice.

A Biloxi delivery to Laﬁtte

• Erica Pustay, museum
manager, “Slewfoot: A Take
of Bewitchery,” by Gerald
Brom.

Former Biloxi Fire Chief Joe
Boney, as he has done so many
times, consoles a victim.

biloxi.ms.us •

BPD helped serve thousands of meals

• Angela Caskey, host,
“How to Raise the Perfect
Dog,” by Cesar Millan; and
“Mississippi Legends &
Lore,” by Alan Brown.
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Lane Construction Water

Necaise Brothers Construction Sewer

Dorries St

Lane Construction in October 2019 began a $10.5 million, 550-day project to install new water, sewer and drainage lines
in a Point Cadet area south of the CSX railway. It involves three miles of roads, from the tip of the peninsula at Michael
Boulevard, south to Third Street and west to Hoxie. Deadline: April 16, 2021, Aug. 14, 2021, Aug. 29, 2021, mid-September.
Extension primarily because of inclement weather.

Necaise Brothers Construction Water

Claiborne St

Sixth Street South

The Necaise Brothers Construction contract began on Jan. 4, 2021 with the next phase of infrastructure work in East
Biloxi. The first order of business for this $41.5-million project: installation of a new sanitary sewer on Howard, from
Maple to Cadet, while maintaining access to the Palace Casino throughout construction. The Necaise work is scheduled
to take 900 days.

Brown St
Fountain Ln

Pages 18 and 19 contain maps that show the status of the city’s two major infrastructure projects now underway.
The information on these maps is compiled by the city’s Engineering Department, based on reports from
contractors and inspectors at each site. See detailed maps and video online at biloxi.ms.us/restore-biloxi/.

St. Michael 1 & 2

Bowen St

The infrastructure work in Biloxi

Howard Ave
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From a historic night at the ballpark to
stellar line up of promotions, the Shuckers
had a memorable season.
(Photos courtesy of Katy Knauss)

A Coda To The Shuckers Season
By Garrett Greene
Biloxi Shuckers

Burnes and Josh Hader, combined to throw the
second no-hitter in Milwaukee Brewers’ history
and the first in 34 years for the Brew Crew.
From a promotion’s perspective, the Shuckers
first specialty jersey of the year, an homage to
Top Gun, brought one of two walk-off victories
for the Shuckers during the season, sending the
MGM Park faithful home happy, some of them
with autographed jerseys in hand. The Shuckers
finally had the opportunity to honor Biloxi’s own
Fred Haise with their Apollo 13 Night at the
end of July. In their only bobblehead giveaway
of the year, the Shuckers celebrated the living
legend with a bobblehead in his likeness, and

Freddo was on hand to throw out a strike for the
ceremonial first pitch.
The Shuckers were also able to make a young
2021 at MGM Park was a unique season to
fan’s
dream come true in early September as
say the least as the Biloxi Shuckers took the field
they
welcomed
Brantlee Craun to a game.
for the first time in almost 600 days. Following a
Brantlee
is
in
hospice
with brain cancer and his
lost 2020 season,
wish
was
to
see
a
live
baseball game. He and
fans and front office
his
family
were
able
to
take in a Shuckers’ game
members alike were
and
Brantlee
even
threw
out the ceremonial first
unsure what the
pitch.
To
top
it
all
off,
Biloxi
cruised to 9-2 victory
season would offer,
that
night.
but it delivered
The 2021 season certainly featured its
some spectacular
fair
share of challenges. Opening Day in
moments over a fulfilling year at the ballpark.
Birmingham,
along with Opening Day in the
Biloxi started the year off with a
entire
league, was washed away
historic night at the ballpark, throwing
with
heavy
storms in the Southeast
a combined no-hitter in their first
back
in
May.
A few hurricanes
Saturday home game on May 15.
resulted
in
four
game cancellations
To add to the magnitude of the
and
Biloxi
even
lost a game while
evening, former Mississippi State
an
opponent
was
recovering from
Bulldog Ethan Small tossed the first
a
COVID-19
outbreak.
However,
five innings of the game, part of his
thanks
to
the
incredible
effort of
incredible month-and-a-half tenure
the
Shuckers’
front
offi
ce
and staff,
with
the
outpouring
of
support
from
the Shuckers.
fans
and
the
determination
of the
The Shuckers also featured Jake
players,
the
Shuckers
were
able to
Cousins for the first few weeks of
start
and
fi
nish
their
season
in 2021.
the season before the reliever shot
And
just
because
the
season
The
Shuckers
only
bobblehead
through the ranks and ultimately
has ended doesn’t mean MGM
promotion of the year; Freddo
joined the Milwaukee Brewers
Park is locked up until next April.
throwing
a
strike
for
the
ﬁ
rst
pitch
dynamic bullpen on June 21.
The ballpark is available for private
on
Apollo
13
night.
Speaking of the Brewers, four
events, parties and so much more,
former Biloxi Shuckers were selected
so reach out to the Shuckers front
to the 2021 Major League All-Star
Garrett Greene is Media Relations Manager and voice of the Biloxi Shuckers.
office to experience MGM Park for
Game. And on September 11, two
See an archive of “Inside Shuck Nation” on the city’s YouTube..
yourself during the offseason!
former Biloxi Shuckers, Corbin
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Community Calendar

October 2021
Best Bets!

First Friday and Downtown Block Party at the District Green, Oct. 1, 4-9 p.m.,
Howard Avenue & Rue Magnolia. Live music by Monsters At Large Kids, food trucks,
vendors, and beer from Fly Llama Brewing Company. Free admission.
Details: 228-435-6339
Life Line Preventative Screenings, Oct. 1, Donal M. Snyder Sr. Community Center,
2520 Pass Road. Five preventative health screenings to determine plaque build-up.
Life Line Screenings can actually see inside arteries to determine risk factors.
Each test costs $70 or get all five for $149. Details: 228-263-8350 or 330-224-1786
Empire Fighting Championship MMA Event, Oct. 1, & 16, 6-11 p.m.,
Biloxi Civic Center, 578 Howard Ave. Details: Kristian Guirola, 228-369-2381

It’s pumpkin season
Autumn is here and the leaves are falling.
That means pumpkin patches are
flourishing! To celebrate the season, the
Biloxi Visitors Center will host its annual
Fall Festival on Saturday, Oct. 9 from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. with plenty o’ pumpkins on
site, even a Jack o’ Lantern or two. The
fest will also feature arts and craft vendors,
kids crafts, food and free admission.
Over at the Episcopal Church of the
Redeemer, the pumpkin patch is back!
The patch, which has been a tradition for
more than three decades, is open to the
public throughout the month until all the
pumpkins are gone. In addition, the church
will host a craft show on Saturday, Oct.
16. Check out the calendar entries of each
event for more details.

Spooktacular party
Celebrate Halloween in downtown Biloxi
with a family-and-fur-friendly party, Boo
on the Rue & Beyond, on Thursday, Oct.
28 from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Throughout Rue
Magnolia and the District on Howard
Avenue, arts, crafts and food vendors will
be set up, along with a DJ, face-painting
and pumpkin-painting booths, and adorable
adoptable pets from the Humane Society of
South Mississippi. The Biloxi Dawg Krewe
will be selling hot dogs, and the “Spirits”
bar will offer beer and wine. For more
info, call the Biloxi Bay Area Chamber of
Commerce at 228-435-6149.

biloxi.ms.us •

Biloxi Block Party, Cruisin’ The Coast, Oct. 6, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Lameuse and nearby streets. Downtown car show and
block party with thousands of cars and car aficionados,
live entertainment, and awards. Performances begin at 8:30 a.m.
across from Biloxi City Hall and include Ty Taylor and Gram Rea,
Garry Wesley-Elvis Tribute
Artist, and D.D. Thunder. Free admission.
Details: 228-435-6339

Best Bet!
Muster up

1050 Beach Blvd.
Fall event featuring
arts and craft vendors, kids crafts,
a pumpkin patch, food and more.
Free admission.
Details: 228-374-3105

Visitors will be able to experience the
sights, sounds and smells of the Civil War
era Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 16-17 when
Beauvoir hosts the annual Fall Muster. The
two-day event, one of the Jefferson Davis
shrine’s biggest event of the year, takes
place from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and includes
presentations, campground and battle reenactments, a church service, a cemetery
tour, and a memorial ceremony. General
admission ranges from $7.50 to $12.50,
free for children five and younger. Details:
www.visitbeauvoir.org

3rd Annual Craft/Health Fair, Oct. 15, 9
a.m.-2 p.m., East Biloxi Senior Center, 461
Parker St. Fair is open to ages 55 and older
and includes vendors, free lunch and door
prizes. Details: 228-435-4192
Pumpkin Patch Craft Show, Oct. 16,
9 a.m.- 3 p.m., 1904 Popp’s Ferry Road,
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer. Free
space for vendors. Details: 228-324-1436
(leave a message)

Adherence to CDC guidelines paramount.
All events subject to change.
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Stay in touch
BNews: Welcome to the 40th issue of BNews
Monthly. It’s a compendium of things you should
know about your city: status reports on current and
pending public works, and a calendar of community
events covering the next 30 days.
Calendar: Biloxi Downtown Services is
responsible for the Community Calendar, a
compendium of events open to the public in Biloxi.
Deadline for publication citywide and online is the
10th of each month. Listing must include name of
event, date, time, location, one- or two-sentence
description, admission fee, phone number or web
address. Email to Kay Miller, downtown services
manager, kmiller@biloxi.ms.us.
Bmail: The city provides information about
projects and events via email. Sign up at
biloxi.ms.us/register.
Advertising: BNews and Bmail represent an
advertising opportunity for civic-minded businesses
and organizations. In your hands you are holding
the only advertising medium that is delivered to
every single home, business, apartment and PO
Box in the city. For rates and info, email online@
biloxi.ms.us or call 228-435-6368.
B-Alert: For text advisories on traffic and severe
weather, text BILOXI to 99411.
Website: The city’s website, at biloxi.ms.us, is
the comprehensive digest of city information. The
website also has links to the city’s Facebook and
YouTube platforms.
Vincent Creel, Public Affairs Manager
vcreel@biloxi.ms.us
Cecilia Dobbs Walton, Public Affairs Specialist
cdobbswalton@biloxi.ms.us

Frequently Called Numbers
Area code is 228 unless otherwise noted.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Animal Control. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 392-0641
Auto Tag/Property Tax Information . . . . 435-8242
Birth Certificates . . . . . . . . . . . . . 601-576-7960
Building Permits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435-6270
Business Licenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435-6247
Citizen services (streets, lights) . . . . . . 435-6271
City Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435-6257
City Court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435-6125
Code Enforcement. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435-0841
Drivers Licenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 396-7400
Emergency Police and Fire. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 911
Garbage Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 701-9086
Housing Authority . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 374-7771
Human Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435-6259
Mayor’s Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435-6254
Museums Information . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435-6244
Parks & Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 388-7170
Planning Commission . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435-6266
Public Schools. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 374-1810
Streets and Drainage . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435-6271
Visitor Info . . . . . . 374-3105 or 1-800-BILOXI-3
Water Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435-6236
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15th Annual Old Biloxi Cemetery Tour
Oct. 17, 2- 4 p.m. and Oct. 19, 5- 7 p.m.
1066 Irish Hill Dr.
Self-guided, continuously performed reenactments
with 11 characters. This year’s theme: Family Legends
and Lore 2, and features submissions from Biloxi
families honoring their ancestors. Admission is free,
but donations are welcome. Details: 228-435-6339

Becnel

Taconi

Agregaard

Wallis
Caldwell
Broussard

Ewing

Ladner

Anglada

Swetman

Family Legends and Lore 2

Bike Biloxi, Oct. 19, 6 p.m.; Downtown ride. Begins at
the Biloxi Visitors Center, 1050 Beach Blvd., and ends
with refreshments and food at a downtown restaurant at
cyclists’ expense. Helmets and lights recommended. Details: 228-435-6339
Main Street Book Club, Oct. 21, 5:30 p.m.,
Southern Bound Book Shop meeting room,
999 Howard Ave. October’s selection: “Dark
Secrets of the Bayou,” available on Amazon.
Author Kim Carter will be at the meeting
to speak and sign copies. Stop by the free
meeting or call Biloxi Main Street for more
information. Details: 228-435-6339

Gulf Coast Equality Fest, Oct. 23, 11 a.m.- 6 p.m., 280 Beach Blvd.,
Harrah’s Great Lawn. Merchandise, food, arts and crafts, nonprofits, and more.
Details: www.gulfcoastequalityfest.org
Halloween on Howard, Oct. 23, 5-6:30 p.m. Biloxi Parks & Recreation Department
drive-thru trick or treating event. Vehicles enter Howard Avenue from MLK Jr. Boulevard
and travel west to Porter Avenue while treat or tricking from their vehicle. Free admission.
Details: 228-388-7170
Biloxi Community Market Festival, Oct. 28, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Howard Avenue and
Hopkins Boulevard. Specialty vendors, Pumpkin Palooza, live music by Ceejay Lewis,
and outdoor prizes every 15 minutes. Free admission. Details: 228-435-6339
Harrison County Senior Halloween Show, Oct. 28, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Biloxi Civic Center,
578 Howard Ave. Event open to ages 55 and older and includes music, dancing, lunch,
and a costume contest. Event will have a pirate theme: Buccaneers Rising. Lunch will be
served at 11:30 a.m. Details: 228-392-9988
Boo on the Rue & Beyond, Oct. 28, 5:30-8:30 p.m.,
Rue Magnolia Arts District. Family friendly outdoor Halloween Party.
The Humane Society of South MS will be on site with adoptions.
Halloween costumes are encouraged. Details: 228-434-6149

Biloxi Little Theatre

220 Lee St., 228-432-8543,
www.4blt.org
• Of Mice and Men, Oct. 15-17, & 22-24
• Halloween Event, Oct. 30

Center Stage

2670 Rue Palafox, 228-388-6258
www.centerstagebiloxi.com
Dracula, Oct. 21-31;
Admission $19-$22 per ticket

Beauvoir, The Jefferson Davis Home & Presidential Library
2244 Beach Blvd., 228-388-4400, www.visitbeauvoir.org
• Annual Fall Muster, Oct. 16-17, Admission: $12.50 adults/$7.50 children
• Beauvoir’s Living History, Oct. 16, Admission: $12.50 adults/$7.50 children
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Biloxi Lighthouse & Visitors Center

1050 Beach Blvd., 228-374-3105, www.biloxi.ms.us . Open daily, 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.
• Lighthouse tours daily 9 to 10 a.m., weather permitting; Admission: $5 for ages 12 and older;
$2 for ages 6 to 11; free for ages 5 and younger

Lagniappe
Charles R. Hegwood
Biloxi Community Market

Biloxi Schooner Pier

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 a.m.-4 p.m.
under the I-110 overpass on the corner of
Howard Avenue and Hopkins Boulevard.
Details: Tina Cowart at 228-388-2443

Biloxi Shrimping Trip

City of Biloxi Senior Program

367 Beach Blvd., 228-435-6320, schooners@maritimemuseum.org
• Walk-on sunset sails: Admission: $30 adults; $15 ages 3-12
• Group charters, up to 44 people also available
693 Beach Blvd., 228-392-8645, www.biloxishrimpingtrip.com
• Sunset cruises, fishing trips and three shrimping trips daily

Biloxi Tour Train

Biloxi Lighthouse Park parking lot, south of Biloxi Visitors Center, traffic light #40, 228-374-8687,
www.biloxitourtrain.com
• Call in advance to check tour availability.

Betsy Ann Riverboat Cruise

173 Beach Blvd., 228-229-4270, betsyannriverboat@gmail.com, www.betsyannriverboat.com
• Hibachi Dinner Cruises, Historical & Ecological Tour, Live Music Sunset Cruises, Sunset Eco
Tours, Twisted Tiki Tour and private charters available

Coastal Mississippi Mardi Gras Museum

792 Howard Ave., 228-314-4747, museum@coastalmardigras.com
• Open 10 a.m.- 4 p.m., closed Sundays and Mondays

Maritime & Seafood Industry Museum

115 1st Street, 228-435-6320, www.maritimemuseum.org

Ohr-O’Keefe Museum of Art

386 Beach Blvd., 228-374-5547, www.georgeohr.org
• Check the website for more events and studio classes at OOMA!
• Yoga under the oaks – Oct. 19, 5:30-6:30 p.m.

Ship Island Excursion

228-864-1014, www.msshipisland.com
• Ferry service to Ship Island, temporarily suspended
• Private charters available year-round
• Dolphin and Sunset Cruises available

West End Hose Co. No. 3 Fire Museum

1046 Howard Ave., 228-435-6119/228-435-6200, www.biloxi.ms.us
• Historic 1937 firehouse open Saturday 9 a.m.- 2 p.m., or by appointment

Biloxi Elks 606 Lodge of Biloxi

1178 Beach Blvd., 228-374-0606
• Friday Bingo, Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29. Doors open at 5 p.m.;
Early Bird games 6:30 p.m., regular games at 7 p.m. Cash payouts and door prizes.
Concessions available, open until 8:30 p.m.
• Sunday Charity Bingo: No Sunday Bingo for October.
• Safety protocols for bingo: Masks are optional.

Joppa Shrine

13280 Shriners Blvd., 228-392-9345
• Steak Night, Oct. 8, 6-8 p.m. Steak, potato, salad, dessert and beverage - $17,
dine in or carry out. Steak Nights support efforts at the Shriners Hospital for Children in
Shreveport and our local patients. Details or advance orders: 228-392-9345
• Joppa Shriners Military Collectible Show, Oct. 29-30; Friday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Saturday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission: $7

Fleur de Lis Society of Biloxi (French Club)

182 Howard Ave., 228-436-6472
• Seafood Dinners every Friday night, 6-8 p.m. Karaoke with Kenny at 7p.m.

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish

871 Esters Blvd., 228-374-6472
• Biloxi Bingo Mania, Every Tuesday night behind Nativity Cathedral; Doors open 5:30 p.m.;
Early bird begins at 6:30 p.m.; regular games begin at 7 p.m. Proceeds benefit Nativity BVM
Catholic Elementary School.
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Activities for ages 55 and older weekdays
at the Donal M. Snyder Sr. Community
Center and the East Biloxi Senior Citizen
Center. Details: Gwen Johnson,
228-388-2494, seniors@biloxi.ms.us

Biloxi Libraries

• Biloxi Library, 580 Howard Ave.,
228-436-3095
• Margaret Sherry Library, 2141 Popp’s
Ferry Road, 228-388-1633
• West Biloxi Library, 2047 Pass Road,
228-388-5696
• Woolmarket Library, 13034 Kayleigh
Cove, 228-354-9464
For more information, call the Harrison
County Library System at 228-436-3095.

Biloxi Main Street

Promoting, preserving,
revitalizing and enhancing
the economic growth
of the downtown Main
Street district. Details and
membership: 228-435-6339,
mainstreetbiloxi.com

City of Biloxi Public Meetings

• Architectural Review Commission:
Regularly scheduled meetings: second
and fourth Thursday of the month at
8:30 a.m.; Community Development,
676 MLK Blvd. Details: 228-435-6266
• Biloxi City Council: Regularly scheduled
meetings: first Tuesday of each month at
6 p.m. and the third and fourth Tuesday
of each month at 1:30 p.m.; City Hall,
140 Lameuse St. Details: 228-435-6257
• Biloxi Civil Service Commission:
Regularly scheduled meetings: second
Thursday of the month at 4 p.m.;
City Hall, 140 Lameuse St. Details:
228-435-6259, Cortney Lamar
• Biloxi Planning Commission: Regularly
scheduled meetings: first and third
Thursday of the month at 2 p.m.;
Community Development, 676 MLK
Blvd. Details: 228-435-6266
• Development Review Committee:
Regularly scheduled meetings:
Wednesdays at 9 a.m.; Community
Development, 676 MLK Blvd.
Details: 228-435-6266
• Tree Committee: Regularly scheduled
meetings: second Monday of each
month at 4 p.m.; Biloxi Community
Development auditorium, 676 MLK Blvd.
Details: 228-435-6266
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SUNDAY
26

MONDAY
27

3

4

TUESDAY

29

28

Community
Market

5

WEDNESDAY

6

Biloxi Bingo
Mania
Nativity Cathedral

10

11

12

Community
Market

30

7

Cruisin’ The Coast
Sock Hop
Kiss
Louis Prima Jr.
End of the Road
and the Witness
World Tour
Beau Rivage
MS Coast Coliseum
Oct.3-10

THURSDAY

Biloxi’s CTA
Block Party
Lameuse Street

13

Community
Market

Community
Market

FRIDAY
Kenny G,
Beau Rivage
First Friday Block Party
The District Green
Life Line Preventative
Screenings
Snyder Center
Empire Fighting
Championship MMA Event
Biloxi Civic Center
Friday Night Dinners w/Karaoke
Fleur de Lis Society
Friday Bingo
Biloxi Elks Lodge

1

Beach Boys
Beau Rivage

8

Beach Boys
Beau Rivage

19

Community
Market

Vicari Classic &
Muscle Car Auction
Vicari Classic &
MS Coast Coliseum
Muscle Car Auction
Friday
Night
Dinners w/Karaoke
MS Coast Coliseum
Fleur de Lis Society

14

Community
Market

20

15

21

Community
Market

Black Label Society
Hard Rock

3rd Annual
Craft/Health Fair
East Biloxi Senior Center
Friday Night Dinners
with Karaoke
Fleur de Lis Society

Community
Market

27

28

Community
Market

Here Come the Mummies
Hard Rock
Rocky Horror
Picture Show
Hard Rock

31
Annual
Inkin The Coast
MS Coast Coliseum

22

Biloxi Bingo
Mania
Nativity Cathedral
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LIT AF Tour
hosted by Martin Lawrence
MS Coast Coliseum
Empire Fighting
Championship MMA Event
Biloxi Civic Center
Pumpkin Patch Craft Show
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer
Annual Fall Muster/
Living History
Beauvoir

23

Friday Night Dinners
with Karaoke
Fleur de Lis Society

Main Street
Book Club
Southern Bound Books

Biloxi Bingo
Mania
Nativity Cathedral

26

Vicari Classic &
Muscle Car Auction
MS Coast Coliseum

16
Johnny Mathis
Beau Rivage Theatre

38 Special
IP Casino

15th Annu. Old Biloxi
Cemetery Tour
1066 Irish Hill Dr.

25

Fall Festival
Biloxi Visitors Center

Friday Bingo
Biloxi Elks Lodge

Bike Biloxi
Biloxi Visitors Center

24

9

Friday Bingo
Biloxi Elks Lodge

Yoga Under the Oaks
Ohr-O’Keefe Museum of Art

15th Annual
Old Biloxi
Cemetery Tour
1066 Irish Hill Dr.

LeAnn Rimes
Beau Rivage

Steak Night
Joppa Shrine

Biloxi Bingo
Mania
Nativity Cathedral

18

2

Cheap Trick
Hard Rock

OMMA Afterhours
Ohr-O’Keefe
Museum of Art

17

SATURDAY

Harrison Cty.
Sr. Halloween Show
Biloxi Civic Center
Boo on the Rue & Beyond
Rue Magnolia Arts District
Biloxi Community
Market Festival
Howard Ave. & Hopkins Blvd.
Community Market

Friday Bingo
Biloxi Elks Lodge

29

Kevin Gates
KHAZA Tour
MS Coast Coliseum

Annual Inkin The Coast
MS Coast Coliseum
Joppa Shriners Military
Collectible Show
Joppa Shrine
Friday Night Dinners
with Karaoke
Fleur de Lis Society

Pat Benatar & Neil Giraldo
Beau Rivage
MercyMe
20/20 with Micah Tyler
MS Coast Coliseum
Gulf Coast Equality Fest
Harrah’s Great Lawn
Halloween on Howard
Drive-thru downtown event

30
Annual Inkin The Coast
MS Coast Coliseum

Joppa Shriners Military
Collectible Show
Joppa Shrine

Friday Bingo
Biloxi Elks Lodge
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October
Schedule
Sparklight 56; Uverse 99 (follow prompts) or at biloxi.ms.us/btv
Morning
6 a.m.

“Down in Biloxi,” by Rockin’ Ray Fournier (4 min)

6:04 a.m.

Inside BTV for August (6 min)

6:10 a.m.

Infrastructure report (5 min)

6:15 a.m.

Inside Shuck Nation (15 min.)

6:30 a.m.

Biloxi Public Schools (15 min)

6:45 a.m.

Biloxi VA Today (15 min)

7 a.m.

“Biloxi Cooks!” (30 min)

7:30 a.m.

Storytime with Gumbo Kelly (15 min)

7:45 a.m.

Keesler update (15 min)

8 a.m.

Special presentation: “Best of Biloxi Cooks!, Vol. 1” (13 min)
Fire Station 7, The White Pillars, One Thirty One Lameuse (16 min)

9 a.m.

City Council meetings and other bonus public affairs programming (3 hours)

Afternoon
Noon

BTV serves it up
in October lineup
When he moved forward with the idea of “Biloxi Cooks!” back in
January, BTV videographer Renny Sherman envisioned a program where
he could shine a light on Biloxi’s culinary tastes and culture.
He’s used firefighters, police officers and a restaurateur or two in his
monthly episodes and more recently Sherman has turned his lens toward
giving an inside look at local restaurants.
“The cooking shows you see on the Food Network are fully scripted,
shot in specially designed studio kitchens using a large production crew,
and celebrity chefs with years of on-camera food preparation,” Sherman
said a while back. LOL, not so with “Biloxi Cooks!” but over the months
Sherman has found his share of colorful characters with a backdrop of
local history.
This month, “Biloxi Cooks” takes over BTV.
There’s a new episode spotlighting The Sapphire Supper Club, in
Legends hotel, airing daily at 7 in the morning, 7 in the evening and 1 in
the afternoon.
Then, from 8 to 9 each morning and evening and from 2 to 3 each
afternoon you can see “The Best of Biloxi Cooks! Vol. 1.” It features a
segment with firefighters in the kitchen at Station 7 at Cedar-Popp’s, and
visits to two local restaurants: One Thirty One Lameuse and the White
Pillars.
Says Sherman often: “Hey, we’re having fun.”

A vintage vignette: “America’s Riviera,” B&W, 1950s travelogue (9 min)

12:10 p.m.

A vintage vignette: “America’s Riviera,” 1960s travelogue (14 min)

12:25 p.m.

Biloxi Public Schools (15 min)

12:45 p.m.

Biloxi VA Today (15 min)

1 p.m.

“Biloxi Cooks!” (30 min)

1:30 p.m.

Storytime with Gumbo Kelly (15 min)

1:45 p.m.

Keesler update (15 min)

2 p.m.

Special presentation: “Best of Biloxi Cooks!, Vol. 1” (13 min)
Fire Station 7, The White Pillars, One Thirty One Lameuse (16 min)

3 p.m.

City Council meetings and other bonus public affairs programming (3 hours)

Evening
6 p.m.

“Down in Biloxi,” by Rockin’ Ray Fournier (4 min)

6:04 p.m.

Inside BTV for August (6 min)

6:10 p.m.

Infrastructure report (5 min)

6:15 p.m.

Inside Shuck Nation (12 min)

6:30 p.m.

Biloxi Public Schools (15 min)

6:45 p.m.

Biloxi VA Today (15 min)

7 p.m.

“Biloxi Cooks!” (30 min)

7:30 p.m.

Storytime with Gumbo Kelly (15 min)

7:45 p.m.

Keesler update (15 min)

8 p.m.

Special presentation: “Best of Biloxi Cooks!, Vol. 1” (13 min)
Fire Station 7, The White Pillars, One Thirty One Lameuse (16 min)

9 p.m.

City Council meetings and other bonus public affairs programming (3 hours)

Midnight

National Anthem by Ronny Broussard (2 min)

You can view individual programs
on the city’s YouTube channel.
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This month’s recipe: Chicken Marsala
Sapphire Supper Club

Ingredients:
• 1-1/2 pounds boneless skinless chicken breasts, pounded ¼-inch thick
• 3 tablespoons all-purpose flour
• Salt
• Freshly ground black pepper
• 1 tablespoon olive oil
• 3 tablespoons unsalted butter, divided
• 1 (8-oz) package pre-sliced bella or mushrooms of your choice
• 3 tablespoons finely chopped shallots
• 2 cloves garlic, minced
• 2/3 cup dry Marsala wine
• 3 tablespoons chopped fresh herbs

Instructions:
1. Place flour, 3/4 teaspoon salt, and 1/4 teaspoon
pepper in ziplock bag. Add chicken; seal bag tightly,
shake to coat chicken evenly. Set aside.
2. Heat oil and 2 tablespoons of butter in large skillet over medium-high
heat. Place flour-dusted chicken in pan, shaking off excess first, and cook,
turning once, until chicken is golden and barely cooked through, about 5 to 6
minutes total. Transfer chicken to plate and set aside.
3. Melt remaining tablespoon of butter in pan. Add mushrooms and cook,
stirring frequently, until mushrooms begin to brown, 3 to 4 minutes. Add
shallots, garlic, and 1/4 teaspoon of salt; cook 1 to 2 minutes more. Add
Marsala, 1 tablespoon of fresh herbs, 1/4 teaspoon salt, and 1/8 teaspoon of
pepper; use wooden spoon or rubber spatula to scrape any brown bits from
pan into the liquid. Bring liquid to a boil, reduce heat to medium and gently
boil, uncovered, until sauce is reduced by about half, slightly thickened, and
darkened in color, 10 to 15 minutes (you’re going for a thin cream sauce; it
won’t start to thicken until the very end of the cooking time). Add chicken
back to pan, along with any juices that accumulated on plate. Reduce heat to
low, simmer until chicken is warmed through and sauce thickens a bit more,
2 to 3 minutes. Sprinkle with remaining fresh herbs and serve.
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Rolling
through time

 Far Left: Directory that listed registered
vehicles in Harrison County
 Left: Leo Ohrʼs gas engine repair
shop ad, 1922
plates were to be posted on both
the front and rear of the vehicle.
And, right of way should always
be granted to ambulances, U.S.
mail wagons, and fire department
vehicles.
The most prominent ad in the publication was
a full-page spread for Leo Ohr’s gas engine
repair shop at 411 Delauney St., which was
close to the memorable 406 Lounge.

Parking and
walking on the
beach, 1924

terfront

Rolling on the wa

Back in the Day,
transportation along the Coast was
limited to horse and buggy, boat, train,
bicycle and walking. But in today’s
modern world, cars have revolutionized
how we get from one place to another.
The four-wheeled vehicle has become
a necessity, and roadways today are
made to accommodate the fast pace
of our population.

Biloxi’s first motorcar
Biloxi roadways were first traveled by car
in July 1900 when Frank A. Schaeffer had
an automobile delivered to Biloxi. He greeted
his automobile on the waterfront when it
arrived by schooner. Mr. Schaeffer, who was
employed as a liveryman, offered rides in his
new cruiser for 25 cents. In those days, Biloxi’s
streets were paved
with oyster shells,
so a ride was quite
a bit bumpy. One
can only imagine
that the wear and
tear of automobile
tires caused many
repair jobs. It was
reported that horses
were not happy
with the newlyintroduced noise
By Jane Shambra
of the car’s engine
and exhibited quite a stir. Folks were advised
to “hold their horses” when his vehicle came
along the roadway. The population during that
time, by the way, was less than 6,000.
Mr. Schaeffer passed away suddenly in
1910 at the age of 45 and is buried in the
Biloxi Cemetery.

A treasure from the past
Among the many old items found in the
Local History and Genealogy Department is a
little booklet titled “Automobile Directory and
Business Guide of Harrison County, Mississippi
1922”. This nearly centuries old treasure has
a listing of automobiles from 1922, each with
the owner, license plate number, make and
model number, and sometimes a manufacturer’s
number. In those days, plate numbers were
traditionally five digits long, with the first two
digits reflective of the year it was first registered
in this county. The booklet shows that the City of
Biloxi only had one car, a 1919 Dodge with an
assigned plate number 19881.
E. H. Howe of Biloxi registered a 1911 Ford
Passenger car which was among the oldest
cars listed. Mr. Howe and family operated the
Seafoam Company of Biloxi, a business which
manufactured condiments including peanut
butter, French dressing, mayonnaise, and sweet
relish. Later, the family was involved in the
manufacturing of pralines and pecan taffy.
The driving regulations for the City of Biloxi
are also included in this publication. In Biloxi’s
business district, vehicles could only travel 10
miles per hour. Outside the district, a limit of
15 miles per hour was imposed. Parking on
Howard Avenue and Reynoir Street was limited
to 10 minutes on their bricked surfaces. License

The writer is manager of the Local History and Genealogy section of the Biloxi Public Library. Email her at jane.shambra@gmail.com.
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Filling up the tank
As cars emerged in Biloxi, so did places
to gas up. In March 1919, Standard Oil and
Gulf Refining Company sold gasoline for 25
cents per gallon and was located south of
the railroad tracks at the end of Magnolia
Street. As the need continued, service stations
popped up. When someone would roll in to
get fuel, they would get service. An attendee
would pump gas, wash the windshields, check
the tires for air, and open the hood to see if
the car needed any additional oil.
Gas stations today offer a place to fuel up
and are often accompanied by a convenience
store providing a variety of snacks, beverages,
and sometimes lottery tickets!
A special reminder of the good old days
can be found today in downtown Biloxi at the
corner of Howard Avenue and Main Street.
The Ole Biloxi Fillin’ Station, a popular eatery
that opened a few years after Hurricane
Katrina, is housed in a 1930’s real service
station. Today, there’s no gasoline sold. It’s
just a repurposed and renovated icon offering
great food and music.
A famous car museum
Did you know that Biloxi had an official
car museum? It did and it was on Bayview. In
April 1998, the Imperial Palace Antique and
Classic Auto Collection opened along with
a six-screen cinema inside the new Imperial
Palace Casino. Ralph Engelstad owned the
facility and the car museum which featured
about 100 cars
from his own
collection.
The structure
received significant
damage during
Hurricane
Katrina in 2005.
Throughout the
aftermath, the
structure housed
recovery personnel
and served as
offices for FEMA as well as MEMA. It was
the first casino to reopen in December 2005
after Katrina. The Imperial Palace Casino later
changed its name to the IP Casino, the name
we recognize today.
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Cruisin’ the Coast
This year marks the 25th year, the Silver
Anniversary, of Cruisin’ the Coast with
events scheduled from October 3 -10. This
much anticipated week-long event hails
as “America’s Largest Block Party.” The
celebration, featuring antique, classic, and
specialty vehicles, began in 1996 and lasted
only four days. Its official registration was
merely 374 vehicles. Today, Cruisin’ the Coast
includes thousands of registered cruisers that
partake in block parties with nostalgic music,
celebrities, great food, and car contests.
Coastal cities take turns each day to feature
their own special series of events. Biloxi’s
Block Party this year is Wednesday, Oct. 6
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. in downtown.

October spooks
The month of
October cannot sneak
by without a reminder
of an unusual car
ghost story. In 1983,
the movie “Christine”
was released. This
110-minute film was
directed by John
Carpenter and featured
the scary tale of a 1958
Plymouth Fury, named
Christine. It is cited as one of the scariest car
movies ever made. “Christine” played in Biloxi
in the early winter of 1984 at the Surfside 4
Cinemas located on West Beach Blvd.

Wheels of a different kind
Today, Biloxi cars take on a whole new set
of characteristics. There are go-karts, golf carts
and the electric vehicle.
For fun, the adventurous can compete on
an outdoor kart racing track at the Finishline
Performance Karts located on Hwy. 90 just east
of Veterans Avenue. Over to the west at the Big
Play Entertainment Center, kids and adults can
hop on a go-kart and cruise around the track.
For leisure, residents who own a golf cart
can now tool around the city in specific areas
where the speed limit is 25 mph or less.
Owners have to meet certain requirements,
register their vehicles, and display a decal
provided by the Biloxi Police Department, all
before rolling on the allowed roadways.
And for those who prefer electric cars,
Biloxi has several locations for electric vehicle
(EV) charging stations within its city limits to
accommodate these modern needs. Locations
are: Edgewater Mall, IP Casino Resort and
Spa, Harrah’s Casino Hotel parking garage,
Beau Rivage Casino and Resort, Doubletree
Hotel, and the Greyhound and Coast Transit
Depot in downtown Biloxi. More stations are
likely to be installed, as the need arises.

The Segaloff Transportation Collection
Before Hurricane Katrina, the Biloxi Library
received an amazing donation of all sorts of
miniature transportation vehicles, including
cars, trucks, busses, airplanes, and train
engines. Through the generosity of Mr. David
Segaloff, library visitors can imagine the past
while viewing car displays featuring items
from this collection.
Cars from this special collection will be
featured throughout the month of October at
the Biloxi Library.
Today, we cannot live without access to
cars. Cars provide transportation for people
and goods. They also connect people with
friends and family in other places, and
are used to venture away from home, for
shopping, vacations, and even Mardi Gras
parades.
Cars are also important details when we
look at pictures of the past. Identifying cars in
an old photo can provide a clue as to when
the picture was taken and serve as a window
to the past.

 Cars lining Howard Avenue in the 1940s
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PRIVATE OPULENCE NEVER LOOKED SO GOOD
The best VIP players deserve the Scarlet Pearl VIP Experience.
Learn more at ScarletPearlVIP.com.

9380 Central Avenue • D’Iberville, MS 39540 • 888–752–9772 • ScarletPearlCasino.com •
Must be 21 or older. See Pearl Rewards Club for promotional rules and details. Gambling problem? Call 1-800-522-4700.
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