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 The COVID-19 vaccine, public health leaders say, 
is still months away from widespread distribution, 
and as the pandemic enters its 10th month, the new 
cases, hospitalizations and deaths continue to climb 
at record levels. 
 By mid-December, the average number of new 
coronavirus cases in Harrison County each day had 
reached 100; 130 people had died 
from COVID-19 since mid-March. 

Statewide, thousands of adults are in hospitals, and 
nearly two dozen are in intensive care along the Coast. 
 The state health office had issued an advisory 
asking the public to limit travel to work and home 
and avoid social gatherings, and state mandates 
remained in effect: Masks should be worn in public, 
bars and lounges should close at 11 nightly, and the 

size of gatherings should
be limited.

ALSO INSIDE
This month
One, two, tree
We value our trees 
in Biloxi, but do we 
know where they 
are? Page 2

 “With one more meeting to go and 16 days left in this year, I’ll go out 
on a limb and say, ‘Biloxi has survived 2020,’” Mayor Andrew “FoFo” 
Gilich declared to the Biloxi City Council in mid-December.
 “We all know that the coronavirus pandemic is not over,” the mayor 
added, “but there is light at end of the tunnel. And this is not the time 
to go over the many hits we took this year. Or how we are able to keep 
moving forward.

 “Together, we got through FY2020 and now we’re navigating 
through FY2021.
 “It is appropriate to offer appreciation to everyone who has played 
a part in accomplishing the many things that have been done, and 
everything we’re trying to do now.  
 “So thanks, to members of the council, to the Administration, each 
department, every city employee, and to the citizens of Biloxi.”

‘Thank God and thank you. Biloxi has survived 2020’

u See COVID-19 trends, Pages 8-9

Even more inside
Back in the Day  ...........22
BTV in January  ............21
Calendar .......................17
Infrastructure maps ......13
Nick L. Shrimp ................2
Public meetings ............19
VA Today ......................12

Biloxi cooks!
Firefighters dish it up in a 
new BTV 
cooking 
show,
Page 21

Telling stories
‘Gumbo’ Kelly 
has something 
to say, Page 10

New COVID cases now up to 100 a day locally

‘21, anyone?
 The table has been set for economic development. 
 Leaders in Biloxi and Harrison County have OK’d incentives 
– from tax revenue to be generated by these two mega-
resorts – designed to spur nearly 
$1.8 billion in investment, create 
thousands of jobs and grow the 
Biloxi casino resort market. 
 The UMusic proposal at the 
Broadwater proposes to attract 2 
million new visitors with a world-
class, $1.2 billion resort that would 
include a 12,000-seat atrium. Out 
front would be a marina and out 
back a golf course. In between: 
1,100 hotel rooms and a casino. 
Meanwhile, in East Biloxi, the 
proposed $700 million Tivoli project 
would offer a 1,300-room hotel and 
100,000-square foot of conference 
space at its 30-acre site.
 Says Mayor “FoFo” Gilich: 
“Harrison County and the City of 
Biloxi know that this is a significant 
opportunity. But not for these 
incentives, these project would not 
happen. This is what it takes.”
 Deal us in.

Biloxi, Harrison County push for mega-resorts

Tivoli
project

Broadwater
project
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 George Schloegel, the legendary banker, 
civic booster and former mayor of Gulfport, 
used to (and still does, actually) have a 
couple of points he makes when telling 
someone about the Mississippi Gulf Coast, 
known in some circles as One Coast, Secret 
Coast and Coastal Mississippi:
 “First, the Spanish Trail runs from St. 
Augustine, Fla., to San Diego Calif. It’s 2,300 
miles long, and it cuts across the entire 

United States of 
America. There’s 
only one place that 
it runs along the 
coastal water’s edge, 
right here in Harrison 
County, and, if you 
fudge a little, you 

could say the three Coastal counties. It’s 
inland everywhere else.
 “Second, there are only two places in 
the world where Live oak trees grow in 
abundance along the water’s edge: the coast 
of France and the coast of Mississippi.”
 The first part, Schloegel said the other day, 
can be seen by tracing the route of U.S. 90. 
The second part, he says, is attributed to 
radio essayist Paul Harvey, who was touting 
the area as he prepared for a broadcast from 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast.
 Our man Fred Haise, in his forthcoming 
autobiography about a life that took him from 
Biloxi Back Bay to the moon, fondly recalls 
his favorite tree as a young scamp at nearby 
Gorenflo Elementary.
 “At the edge of the schoolyard there 
was a tree that was at the boundary with 
Bradford Street,” Haise writes. “Several of 
us rigged a car tire on a rope for a swing. lf 
timed properly it would have the occupant 
swinging out over the road just above a 
passing automobile but visible through the 
windshield. The teammate remaining in the 
tree had a rope that was tied to the tire with 
which to pull you back up. This was good 
training in teamwork and escaping if an irate 
driver bothered to stop.”
 What you would expect from a man who 
later climbed atop a rocket to the moon 
and survived a spaceship explosion and an 
earthly plane crash? 
 The tree from that time so long ago is 
gone, but Freddo says another nearby still 
stands. “It is severely bent over and offered a 
great learning opportunity for safely climbing 
a tree,” he relayed in an email the other day 
from his home in Houston. “All my children 
on visits from where ever I was in my career 
over the years also had an opportunity to 
climb that tree.”
 Fact is, there was a time, years ago, when 
everybody in Biloxi had pecan trees in their 

So, which are Biloxi’s most-prized trees?

The nom de plume Nick L. Shrimp is a homage to the late Walter Fountain, original olde crab, longtime editor of the Biloxi-D’Iberville Press, and longtime Biloxi Chamber of Commerce manager.

yard. To buy pecans from the supermarket 
would have been unheard of. 
Grocery bags, yes, paper 
bags, not plastic, full of 
pecans plucked from 
the backyard was 
commonplace 
certain times of the 
year. Not too much 
thought was giving 
to the ubiquitous 
pecan tree and
its fruit.
 Sadly, the storms 
over the years have 
taken a dramatic toll 
on pecan trees, whose shallow 
roots are no match for hurricane-
force winds. 
 Sometime after Katrina there was much 
hand-wringing over the number of Live oaks 
that were lost Coastwide.
 From time to time, there’s umbrage over 
developers developing in a manner that 
some feel overlooks the value of trees.
 One classic case was back in the mid-
1980s, when the Blessey administration 
rejected plans for a Red Lobster restaurant 
after seeing that its cookie-cutter design 
would have decimated the Live oaks at the 
proposed site, at Debuys Road and U.S 90, 
where the popular Friendship House stood 
before Camille. 
 The city stood firm, and the Red Lobster 
left town – locating directly across DeBuys 
Road, in fact – in Gulfport. Timber.
 A few weeks later, Olive Garden came 

calling about its own plans for the former 
Friendship House site. The restaurant 

chain built around the oaks, 
and even tried to use the 
same parking areas as the 
Friendship House.

     Before Katrina, 
they say, that 
particular Olive 
Garden, nestled 
among the oaks 

at DeBuys and 90, 
in Biloxi, grossed 

more than any other 
Olive Garden in the 

Southeast.
      But, of course, we digress. 
      This is not about 

development vs. preservation. 
This is about taking story of the present. 
 In a city that’s been recognized as a Tree 
City for more than three decades and a city 
that has seen its inventory of mature trees 
declining with each manmade or natural 
disaster, we ask:
 “Which are Biloxi’s best trees?”
 Which trees do we hold as sacred, as 
community landmarks of import? Which have 
special meaning? 
 This is your chance to speak up. Bark if 
you like. 
 Send in your favorites with the location and 
photo of the favored trees, those that should 
be noted for posterity. 
 We’ll see. Respond. It’s simple and
civic-minded.
 Don’t make us channel Joyce Kilmer.

How about a tree
hall of fame in Biloxi?
Certainly you’re familiar with a 

special well-known tree in Biloxi? 
Let us know. We’re making a list and 
we’ll check it twice. Post your faves 
on Facebook at The Trees of Biloxi.

Lensman Bo Lamey illustrates the 
influence of trees in Biloxi in this image.
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IT’S SHOWTIME AGAIN!
Check pccmovies.com for

movies and showtimes.

Call 228-207-4400 or book online at pccmovies.com.

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!

Food Court Features:
Chick-Fil-A • Boba & Beanz • Petra Café

Parrain’s Jambalaya Kitchen • New York Pizza • Tokyo Express
Belgicans Fries • Mandarin • Mootown • Great American Cookie 

DILLARD’S  |  JCPENNEY  |  BELK  |  FOOD COURT
HWY 90   |  ON   THE  BEACH  |   228-388-3424

EDGEWATERMALL.COM

Choose your movie. Choose your showtime.
Choose your guests.

Spice up your life or enjoy classic favorites at The Edge.
Whether you plan to grab-and-go or sit-and-savor,

there’s dining for everyone all under one roof.

Our Food Court is convenient with quality and choices galore. Grab a seat and rest 
your feet. People watch as you sip a soda or take a moment for a sweet treat.

Foodies looking for a mouth full of Southern comfort and flair can indulge
at Brick and Spoon, our full-service restaurant located

at 140 Edgewater Station – listed as “Top 10 Breakfasts in the US”
by Travel + Leisure. 

Expect excellent service and plenty of variety to please everyone’s palate
at The Edge.
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The Main crossing: Upgrades 
to the Main Street CSX rail 
crossing 
remain in 
MDOT review. 
The steep 
grade of the 
crossing and 
the existing 
parallel 
road make 
improvements 
difficult 
to design 
to MDOT 
and CSX 
standards, 
engineers say. 
The city also 
continues to seek funding for 
the project. 

The other crossings: The rail 
crossing at Dorries, in East 
Biloxi, closed in 2020, and 
you can expect to see two 
more closures in 2021: Nixon 
and Delauney.

Keesler gate: Keesler leaders 
have announced that the 
base’s White Avenue entrance 
closes nightly at 10. Also, the 
new main entrance at Division 
Street is expected to open in 
December 2021.

New stop sign: The 
intersection of Alice Drive and 
Tanglewood Drive in West 
Biloxi has been converted to 
a three-way Stop. For traffic 
updates each weekday, visit 
https://biloxi.ms.us/traffic/.

News
& notes

Biloxi’s low water and sewer rates are going even lower

 For years, the Biloxi Fire Department has had the 
goal of improving its state fire rating, and with the 
addition of a fire training tower, two new stations and 
other improvements this year, the station has earned 
a Class 2 rating, putting it among the Top 2 percent of 
departments in the country.
 The state rates fire stations from 1 to 10, with 1 being 
the best rating. Only Biloxi and Gulfport now have a Class 
2 rating. There are no Class 1 stations in Mississippi.
 “This new rating is the result of a team effort 
throughout city departments,” Biloxi Mayor Andrew 
“FoFo” Gilich said. “We’re obviously proud of this 
accomplishment for the fire department, for being the 
leader, but it demonstrates how using technology and 
teamwork can benefit the citizens of Biloxi in such an 
important way.”
 Fire Chief Joe Boney said the Mississippi State 
Rating Bureau elevated Biloxi from a Class 3 to a 
Class 2 after reviewing the city’s investment in the fire 
department’s staffing levels, new stations and training 
tower, ongoing training and fire prevention programs 
and procedures, new equipment and dispatching, as 
well as upgrades to the city’s water system. Another 
factor: the Geographic Information Systems mapping’s 
archive, which shows citywide locations of such things 
as fire hydrants, water mains and other infrastructure.
 “There’s no one particular component that lowers 
the rating,” Boney said. “The key is dedication and 

perseverance from the fire department, other city 
departments and employees, to make sure we maintain 
an excellent level of service throughout the year.”
 Said Mississippi Insurance Commissioner and 
State Fire Marshal Mike Cheney: “I commend the 
officials of Biloxi for their diligence in improving 
the fire rating. This will sustain a viable economy 
in downtown Biloxi and the metro area. It goes a 
long way in saving lives and property and reducing 
insurance rates for commercial businesses.”
 Residents and business owners in Biloxi, who 
already enjoy savings because of the city’s low rating, 
should contact their insurance agent to make sure 
they are receiving discounts for the city’s new rating, 
which took effect Dec. 1. The Mississippi State Rating 
Bureau says the reduction from Class 3 to Class 
2 is from 1 to 1.5 percent for frame and masonry 
dwellings. For commercial structures, the difference is 
4 percent for frame/joisted masonry and 3 percent for 
masonry non-combustible/fire resistive constructions.
 “There’s one thing for certain,” Mayor Gilich said: 
“This is a proud day for Biloxi. A Class 2 rating means 
that our Biloxi Fire Department is doing a great job.”
The Biloxi Fire Department, which has 163 firefighters 
and 10 stations across the city, responds to about 150 
calls a week, with two-thirds of those being medical 
emergencies. The department has a response time of 
three to five minutes.

 For years, Biloxians have complained about 
the Harrison County Utility Authority fee that 
showed up on their monthly water bills years 
ago. And now Mayor Andrew “FoFo” Gilich 
has convinced the countywide utility authority 
to refinance its long-term debt, which is going 
to mean lower monthly water bills for Biloxi 
water customers, who are already paying the 
lowest water rates on the Coast.
 The refinancing follows up on Gilich’s move 

earlier this year to refinance city long-term 
debt, a move that is saving the city $1.5 
million in interest payments.
 The utility authority refinancing will see 
Biloxi water bills drop 50 cents per 1,000 
gallons for water, up to 25,000 gallons a 
month. The savings are expected to show up 
on February water bills in Biloxi.
 Biloxi, based on usage, is responsible for 
about 42 percent of the utility authority’s $100 

million in outstanding debt. The refinancing will 
reduce Biloxi’s $3.9 million in annual payments 
to the utility authority, which operates two 
wastewater treatment plants in Biloxi. 
 Said the mayor: “We already have the 
lowest water and sewer rates on the Coast, 
and this is going to make them even lower. 
At the same time, it’s going to allow us 
to continue to make water and sewer 
improvements throughout the year.”

Fire Department rated as tops in U.S.

With firefighters 
looking on, Mayor 
Gilich and Fire Chief 
Boney announce the 
new rating
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Board Certified Ophthalmologist

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS • SHORT WAIT TIMES!!!
Dr. Stevens and his staff are taking every precaution

to protect your health during your visit.

OFFERING TREATMENT OPTIONS FOR MANY CONDITIONS
Cataracts             Emergency Eye Care            Diabetic Retinopathy

Glaucoma            Dry Eye             Macular Degeneration

2541 Pass Road | Suite G | Biloxi, MS 39531

228-285-7474
Visit our website and book your appointment

STEVENSEYE.COM
Follow us on Facebook!

 Biloxi voters, who just a 
month ago cast ballots for 
President, Congress and even 
a special election for Harrison 
County tax collector, will be 
going to the polls in April 
and June to elect municipal 
leaders to serve terms from 
2021 to 2025.
 In fact, those considering 
seeking a position in Biloxi – 
Mayor or City Council – will 
have from Jan. 4 to Feb. 5 to 
file a completed Statement 
of Intent with Municipal Clerk 
Stacy Thacker at Biloxi City 
Hall. A $10 filing fee is
also required.
 Any candidate for any 
municipal, county or county 

Calling all
candidates

district office shall be a 
resident of the municipality, 
county, county district or 
other territory that he or 
she seeks to represent in 
such office for two years 
immediately preceding the 
day of election.
 The first primary will be 
April 6, and runoff elections, 
which are required if no 
candidate receives more than 

50 percent of the votes cast, 
will be April 27.
 The general election will be 
June 8.
 Changes in two polling 
places are in the works:
 Ward 2A – Now at the Carl 
M. Ohr Fire Station No. 3, 
784 Elder St., will be moved a 
block away, to the East Biloxi 
Senior Center, 461 Parker St.
 Ward 7 – Now at the Fire 

Station No. 8 Woolmarket, 
8479 Woolmarket Road, will 
be moved to the Woolmarket 
City Center, 13034
Kayleigh Cove.  
 The City Council is 
scheduled to vote on the two 
proposals on Jan. 5.
 Questions? Email 
sthacker@biloxi.ms.us or call 
228-435-6254.

Biloxi to hold
municipal elections
this year

Key dates for 2021
city elections
Qualifying dates ..... Jan. 4-Feb. 5
First primary .......... April 6
Runoff (if necessary) .. April 27
General .................. June 8

Biloxi’s low water and sewer rates are going even lower

Fire Department rated as tops in U.S.
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This is it!
It’s last call 
for Zeta debris
 It’s time to put debris from Hurricane Zeta 
in the rear-view mirror, says Mayor Andrew 
“FoFo” Gilich, but to do that, it must be 
moved to the curb.
 The city wants all storm debris to be moved to 
the curb no later than Jan. 4, which is when the 
city’s debris crews return from a holiday break.
 “If you haven’t moved it yet, now is the 
time,” Gilich said. “It’s actually past time. 
Our goal is that we can get this entire project 
wrapped up in January.”
 By mid-December, after working 42 days, 
crews using double-sized self-loading trailers 
had hauled away 228,000 cubic yards of 
debris from city neighborhoods. That’s 
enough debris to fill the Coast Coliseum 
2½ times. The city’s latest estimate is about 
350,000 cubic yards of debris. 
 Make sure debris is segregated. Separate tree 
limbs from fence posts and boards. Do not place 

Cubic yards hauled, by day, as of Dec. 15, 2020

Debris Hauling Totals

City of Biloxi
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Hurricane Zeta ‐ Crowder Gulf‐Debris Hauled

Total Hauled:
227,755.55 CY
Debris: 213,544.25 CY 
Mulch: 14,211.3 CY

Debris

Mulch

Debris Totals

near fire hydrants, gas meters, mailboxes or 
utility poles.
 And, of course, there’s the bagging vs. not 

bagging issue: Loose leaves should be bagged, 
and bags should not be mixed with debris piles. 
Pelican Waste will pick up bagged material.

The city’s GIS Division created and 

maintains this online tracking dashboard. 

See it at www.biloxi.ms.us/zetadebris
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158 HOWARD AVE, BILOXI, MS • 1-800-PALACE-9 
WWW.PALACECASINORESORT.COM

BILOXI’S ONLY SMOKE FREE CASINO

HALF PRICE LUNCH 
OR DINNER BUFFET 

MOND AY - THURSDAY  
IN JANUARY 

       Earn 10 points for  
HALF PRICE LUNCH BUFFET  

or earn 20 points for  
HALF PRICE DINNER BUFFET!

Print Half Price Lunch Buffet voucher  
at the kiosk 10 AM - 2:30 PM or  

Half Price Dinner Buffet voucher 3 PM - 8 PM. 

Voucher valid only on date issued and nontransferable.  
Valid Monday - Thursday. Holidays excluded.  

Not valid January 18.

BEST OVER ALL  
CASINO RESORT! 
WINNER OF 21 AWARDS!

Free Players Club membership required.  
Visit Player Services for details. 

27979-PCR-BNewsJanuary.qxp_27979-PCR-BNewsJanuary  12/17/20  3:19 PM  Pag

HAPPY 
NEW 

YEAR!
Shine a light 

in 2021.
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See updates Monday 
and Friday on the city’s 

Facebook page.

Coronavirus by the numbers

“Advisory from the State Health 
Office on social gatherings: Due to 
rapidly rising COVID-19 cases, all 
residents of Mississippi should avoid 
any social gathering that includes 
individuals outside of the immediate 
family or household. MSDH 
recommends that Mississippians 
only participate in work, school, or 
other absolutely essential activities 
and avoid gatherings such as social 
events, sporting events, in-person 
church services, and weddings and 
funerals unless they involve only 
close family (preferably outdoors).”

Mississippi State 
Health Advisory

u For more details, visit online at biloxi.ms.us/
coronavirus-info-practical-advice/

Positive cases

187,904 
(as of Dec. 17)

Presumed recovered 

148,466 
(as of Dec. 13)

Deaths                              

4,294
(as of Dec. 16)

Hospitalizations              

1,238
(as of Dec. 14)

 

Statewide overall

Harrison County – Overall (as of December 17)

Harrison County – Daily Cases

Harrison County – Deaths 
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By Wayne Duggan

 Most businesses around the world have been forced to adapt their 
approach in 2020 due to the pandemic. For the Biloxi Public Library, social 
distancing meant no more Thursday morning storytelling sessions with 
children’s librarian Kelly Derouen.
 But instead of shutting down all together, the librarian the kids 
affectionately call “Gumbo Kelly” decided to use her background in art and 
her work experience in graphics to take a 21st Century approach to her 
storytelling. Derouen began working on producing, illustrating and narrating 
storytelling videos the children could watch from home on the library’s 
Facebook page.
 “Sitting at home, it started out with my phone, taking about 500 pictures 
to make some little stop-motion videos and voicing it over,” Derouen says. 
 Derouen was hoping that by posting the videos on Facebook, some of 
the parents would see them and show them to their kids.
 “I wasn’t sure if it was being seen by kids at all until I started slacking on 
it a little, and then I had people telling me the kids were asking when I have 
another cartoon coming out,” she said.
 Derouen even spent her economic stimulus check on a new computer to 
work on improving the quality of the videos. 
 In addition to narrating popular children’s books on video, Gumbo Kelly’s 
biggest hit is her original series of stories featuring the “Causeway Critters.” 
Derouen writes and illustrates stories showcasing the local wildlife she 
grew up with here in the Biloxi area. In the most recent Causeway Critters 
story, a jolly red pelican and his eight flying alligators deliver 
Christmas presents to Kirby the Crab, Fred the Crane and all 
the other local critters.
 “At the beginning of the pandemic when I started doing the 
Causeway Critters, I was trying to get the kids to know they could go out 
and see the wildlife themselves. The causeway is just 

a wonderful spot for it all,” she says.
     Derouen’s passion for her writing and 
storytelling sessions are inspired by books that 
impacted her as a child. Her favorite childhood 
book was “Thidwick the Big-Hearted Moose”
by Dr. Seuss.

Biloxi librarian’s ‘Causeway Critters’ 
children’s videos are a pandemic success

Does she have 
a story for you!
u  See “Storytime with 
Gumbo Kelly” each
day at 7:30 a.m.,
1:30 p.m. and
7:30 p.m. on BTV
in January.

u  See videos
anytime on the
Biloxi Public Library
Facebook page. 

Wayne Duggan is a freelance writer 
living in Biloxi.
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Lakeview – 228-354-9300
Cedar Lake – 228-392-7760
Promenade – 228-456-0173
Cowan Road – 228-523-8800

Whether it’s a checkup or something 
more serious, you and your family want 

convenient, accessible healthcare. 
Fortunately, the providers at Merit Health 
Medical Group are making it easier than 

ever to get primary care.

Telehealth
Appointments
Now Available

Virtual visits are open
for new and existing patients.

Call now to make an appointment.

www.MyMeritDoctor.com

Restoration is underway 
at Bayou Auguste, which 
extends from the Bay of Biloxi 
through several Back Bay 
neighborhoods. The Land Trust 
for the Mississippi Coastal 
Plain has cleaned the waterway 
of vines and trash, installed 
biodegradable erosion control 
and planted marsh grass. The 
work will help with filtration 
and reduce the erosion of 
the shoreline and provide an 
estuary for shrimp, crabs, and 
juvenile fish.

Bayou Auguste gets 
a face lift, naturally

Erosion control barrior and 
freshly planted marsh
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By Bryan C. Matthews
Director, Gulf Coast Veterans
Health Care System

 I would like to convey my very best wishes 
and sincere thanks 
to all of you as we 
wrap up an eventful 
2020 and shift our 
momentum into the 
next calendar year. 
The past 12 months 
have been marked 
by historical difficulty, 
not only locally but 
nationally, as all of us 
have been impacted by 
a series of events that 
shaken our resolve and 
tested the very essence of our communities.
 But as we think back on this past year, we 
have many reasons for enormous pride in 
our accomplishments and look forward with 
enthusiasm to this next year at the Gulf Coast 
Veterans Health Care System. Despite the 
difficulties, we have managed to adhere to the 
values we are sworn to uphold – the continued 
medical care of our nation’s Veterans with 

Through it all, we maintain our values to our Veterans

integrity, commitment, advocacy, respect, and 
excellence.
 This year will be remembered for the ongoing 
global health crisis and the weather events 
that impacted the Gulf Coast. We adapted. 
We ensured the care of our nation’s Veterans 
through innovative programs and events.
 We leveraged technology to continue 
seeing our Veterans virtually, a successful 
venture shaping the future of medicine. We 
used 3D printers to create our own personal 
protective equipment, an innovation that 
saved thousands of dollars and enabled our 
medical professionals to continue caring for  
our Veterans.
 With CDC guidance, we put together a 
physically distanced Family Cruising Parade 
for Veterans in our Community Living Center. 
Many had not seen friends and family 
for months. Our successful Mobile Food 
Pantry – a drive-thru food distribution event 
where our community partners provided 

generous donations of non-perishable items – 
represented another first and underscored the 
importance of ongoing partnerships.
 Our commitment to excellence isn’t just 
what is seen; hundreds of employees working 
“behind the scenes” make our organization 
successful. Our Police service prevented what 
could have been a terrible tragedy through 
their unparalleled vigilance this year and have 
maintained our safe environment through times 
of unrest. Our Environmental Management 
Service adapted and excelled in the difficult 
task of maintaining the cleanliness of our 
facilities, and our administrative employees 
have ensured our operations continue. 
 We’re entering a new year facing significant 
unknowns, but with the continued support 
of the community we call home, I am filled 
with hope at what this new year will bring. 
In the coming months, I will be highlighting 
specific programs we have available here at the 
GCVHCS. I look forward to sharing the great 
things we are and continue to do. 
 I would like to wish every one of you a safe 
and prosperous New Year. Thank you for your 
continued support of our health care heroes, 
and thank you for including our nation’s 
Veterans in your wishes for the New Year.

Bryan C. Matthews

This monthly column and the 15-minute program airing daily at 6:45 a.m. and 6:45 p.m. on BTV are created by the Gulf Coast Veterans Health Care System manager.
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The infrastructure work in Biloxi
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Lane Construction Water
Water Mains to be installed as of December 14, 2020

Lane Construction Drainage
Drainage Mains to be installed as of December 14, 2020

Lane Construction in October 2019 began a $10.5 million, 550-day project to install new water, sewer and drainage lines in a 
Point Cadet area south of the CSX railway. It involves three miles of roads, from the tip of the peninsula at Michael Boulevard, 
south to Third Street and west to Hoxie. Deadline: April 16, 2021.
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Lane Construction Sewer
Sewer Mains to be installed as of December 14, 2020

Lane Construction Pavement
Roads to be paved as of December 14, 2020

Sixth Street South

Pages 13 through 16 contain maps that show the status of the city’s three major infrastructure projects now 
underway. The information on these maps is compiled by the city’s Engineering Department, based on reports from 
contractors and inspectors at each site. See detailed maps and video online at biloxi.ms.us/restore-biloxi/.
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The North Contract: Remaining Paving (as of December 14, 2020)

µ

u To see detailed maps of
 progress and to hear the
 very latest directly from
 the contractors, visit
 www.biloxi.ms.us/restore-biloxi.

u See detailed maps and a progress 
video online at biloxi.ms.us and 
regularly on BTV.
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North Contract Water as of December 14, 2020 Legend
WATER
Construction Status

Active

Installed - Not Active

Not Installed

Legend
SEWER
Construction Status

COMPLETE

NOT INSTALLED

Legend
DRAINAGE
Construction Status

Installed

Not Installed

Legend
PAVING
Construction Status

Temporary Paving

Oscar Renda Temporary Paving to Remain

Original Pavement - Not Milled

Surface Complete

Base
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DRAINAGE
Legend
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Necaise Brothers Construction Water
Water Mains to be installed

Necaise Brothers Construction Drainage
Drainage Mains to be installed

Necaise Brothers Construction is scheduled to begin work on Jan. 4, 2021 on the next phase of infrastructure work in east 
Biloxi. The first order of business for this $41.5-million project: installation of a new sanitary sewer on Howard, from Maple 
to Cadet, while maintaining access to the Palace Casino throughout construction. The Necaise work is scheduled to take 
900 days.
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St. Michael 1 & 2
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Best Bets!

Ice Skating, through Jan. 17, Mississippi 
Coast Coliseum, 2350 Beach Blvd.  
Details: mscoastcoliseum.com

Disney On Ice Presents: Dream Big, 
Jan. 7-10, times 
vary, Mississippi 
Coast Coliseum, 
2350 Beach Blvd. 
Tickets begin at 
$20. Details: www.mscoastcoliseum.com; 
228-594-3710 

First Friday Downtown – No events for 
January and February, but look for an 
EXTRAVAGANZA event on March 6 to 
usher in the 2021 season! Details: 228-
435-6339 

Christmas Tree recycling station, 
Biloxi, through Jan. 9, U.S. 90 Parking 
Bay at Rodenberg Avenue. Details:  
228-236-6421

MLK Coastwide Celebration, Jan. 14-18. 
Details: www.mlkcoastwide.com 

Two-wheeling 
through Biloxi
Take a ride, bicycle ride that is, through 
downtown Biloxi each month with Biloxi 
Main Street’s Bike Biloxi Program. The 
free group ride, set for the third Tuesday 
of each month at 6 p.m., weather 
permitting, travels from the Biloxi 
Visitors Center though the downtown 
streets – along available bike lanes – and 
ends at a downtown restaurant at the 
cyclist’s expense. Cyclists just need to 
bring their own bike, helmet, and lights, 
follow the same traffic regulations as 
motor vehicles and socially distance.  
The program also features contests at 
different times throughout the year. For 
more information, call Biloxi Main Street 
at 228-435-6339.

Lighthouse tours
The city’s signature landmark, the Biloxi 
Lighthouse, is open 
daily for tours. Weather 
permitting, visitors can 
tour the historic structure 
daily between 9 and 
9:45 a.m. While climbing 
the 57 steps of a spiral 
staircase, visitors can see 
waterlines from hurricanes 
dating back more than a 
hundred years. Admission 
is $5 for adults and $2 
for ages 12 and younger. 
Tours are scheduled through the Biloxi 
Visitors Center. For more information, call 
the center at 228-374-3105.

Dream Big at the Coliseum 
The popular ice skating show, Disney 
on Ice, returns to the Mississippi 
Coast Coliseum Jan.7-10 for its 
Dream Big tour. Disney favorites such 
as Mickey and Minnie Mouse, Elsa, 
Moana and others will dance on ice 
while highlighting the magic and 
adventure of Disney’s tales. The event 
is open to ages two and older and 
admission is charged. Face coverings 
are required. For more information, 
visit online at www.mscoastcoliseum.
com or call 228-594-3710.   

Best Bet!

Adherence to CDC guidelines paramount.
All events subject to change.
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Stay in touch
BNews: Welcome to the 32nd issue of BNews 
Monthly. It’s a compendium of things you should 
know about your city: status reports on current and 
pending public works, and a calendar of community 
events covering the next 30 days.

Calendar: Biloxi Downtown Services is 
responsible for the Community Calendar, a 
compendium of events open to the public in Biloxi. 
Deadline for publication citywide and online is the 
10th of each month. Listing must include name of 
event, date, time, location, one- or two-sentence 
description, admission fee, phone number or web 
address. Email to Kay Miller, downtown services 
manager, kmiller@biloxi.ms.us.

Bmail: The city provides information about 
projects and events via email. Sign up at
biloxi.ms.us/register.

Advertising: BNews and Bmail represent an 
advertising opportunity for civic-minded businesses 
and organizations. In your hands you are holding 
the only advertising medium that is delivered to 
every single home, business, apartment and PO 
Box in the city. For rates and info, email online@
biloxi.ms.us or call 228-435-6368.

B-Alert: For text advisories on traffic and severe 
weather, text BILOXI to 888777.

Website: The city’s website, at biloxi.ms.us, is 
the comprehensive digest of city information. The 
website also has links to the city’s Facebook and 
YouTube platforms.

Vincent Creel, Public Affairs Manager
vcreel@biloxi.ms.us

Cecilia Dobbs Walton, Public Affairs Specialist
cdobbswalton@biloxi.ms.us

• Animal Control. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 392-0641
• Auto Tag/Property Tax Information . . . .  435-8242
• Birth Certificates . . . . . . . . . . . . .  601-576-7960
• Building Permits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  435-6270
• Business Licenses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  435-6247
• Citizen services (streets, lights) . . . . . . 435-6271
• City Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  435-6257
• City Court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  435-6125
• Code Enforcement. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  435-0841
• Drivers Licenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 396-7400
• Emergency Police and Fire. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  911
• Garbage Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  701-9086
• Housing Authority . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  374-7771
• Human Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  435-6259
• Mayor’s Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  435-6254
• Museums Information . . . . . . . . . . . . .  435-6244
• Parks & Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  388-7170
• Planning Commission . . . . . . . . . . . . .  435-6266
• Public Schools. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  374-1810
• Streets and Drainage  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  435-6271
• Visitor Info  . . . . . .  374-3105 or 1-800-BILOXI-3
• Water Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  435-6236

Frequently Called Numbers
Area code is 228 unless otherwise noted.

Main Street Book Club, Jan. 28, 5:30 p.m., Jacked 
Up Coffee Bar, 999 Howard Ave. Book of the 
month is “The Dirty Book Club” by Lisi Harrison 
and is available at Southern Bound Book 
Shop, located next door to the coffee bar. 
For more details, stop by at the free 
meeting or call Biloxi Main Street at 
228-435-6339.

Bike Biloxi, Jan. 19, 6 p.m., ride begins at 
the Biloxi Visitors Center, 1050 Beach Blvd., 
and travels through downtown. Bicycle 
ride ends with refreshments and food at a 
downtown restaurant at cyclists’ expense. 
Helmets and lights recommended. Free 
admission. Details: 228-435-6339

6th Annual Casino Bridge Run – 10K/5K and Competitive Walk, Jan. 30-31, 
7:30 a.m./9 a.m., 151 Beach Blvd. Age group events where all finishers receive 
a medal. DJ Blaze will be playing music poolside at end of race and free beer 
and refreshments will be available for all runners/walkers. Details: https://www.
facebook.com/casinobridgerun/; 251-980-1045

Biloxi Gun Show, Jan. 30, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Jan. 31, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
Mississippi Coast Coliseum, 2350 Beach Blvd. Admission: $10; $2 for ages 
6 to 11. Details: www.mscoastcoliseum.com

Third Thursdays, Jan. 21, Ohr-O’Keefe Museum of Art, 386 Beach Blvd. Live 
music, great food by Makin’ Groceries. Free admission; donations welcomed.  
Details: 228-374-5547
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Lagniappe
Charles R. Hegwood
Biloxi Community Market
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 a.m.-4 p.m. 
under the I-110 overpass on the corner of 
Howard Avenue and Hopkins Boulevard.  
Details: Tina Cowart at 228-388-2443. 

City of Biloxi Senior Program
Activities for ages 55 and older weekdays 
at the Donal M. Snyder Sr. Community 
Center and the East Biloxi Senior Citizen 
Center. Details: Gwen Johnson,
228-388-2494, seniors@biloxi.ms.us.

Biloxi Libraries
• Biloxi Library, 580 Howard Ave.,
 228-436-3095
• Margaret Sherry Library, 2141 Popp’s 

Ferry Road, 228-388-1633
• West Biloxi Library, 2047 Pass Road, 

228-388-5696
• Woolmarket Library, 13034 Kayleigh 

Cove, 228-354-9464
For more information call the Harrison 
County Library System at 228-436-3095. 

Biloxi Main Street
Promoting, preserving, 
revitalizing and enhancing 
the economic growth 
of the downtown Main 
Street district. Details and 
membership: 228-435-6339, 
mainstreetbiloxi.com

City of Biloxi Public Meetings 
• Architectural Review Commission: 

Regularly scheduled meetings: second 
and fourth Thursday of the month at 
8:30 a.m.; Community Development, 
676 MLK Blvd. Details: 228-435-6266. 

• Biloxi City Council: Regularly scheduled 
meetings: first Tuesday of each month at 
6 p.m. and the third and fourth Tuesday 
of each month at 1:30 p.m.; City Hall, 
140 Lameuse St. Details: 228-435-6257. 

• Biloxi Civil Service Commission: 
Regularly scheduled meetings: second 
Thursday of the month at 4 p.m.;

 City Hall, 140 Lameuse St. Details:
 228-435-6259, Cortney Lamar
• Biloxi Planning Commission: Regularly 

scheduled meetings: first and third 
Thursday of the month at 2 p.m.; 
Community Development, 676 MLK 
Blvd. Details: 228-435-6266.

• Development Review Committee: 
Regularly scheduled meetings: 
Wednesdays at 9 a.m.; Community 
Development, 676 MLK Blvd.

 Details: 228-435-6266.  
• Tree Committee: Regularly scheduled 

meetings: second Monday of each 
month at 4 p.m.; Gulf Coast Community 
Design Studio, 769 Howard Ave.

 Details: 228-435-6266. 

Biloxi Schooners   
367 Beach Blvd., 228-435-6320, schooners@maritimemuseum.org
• Walk-on sunset sails, charters, or sails to Horn Island 

Biloxi Shrimping Trip   
693 Beach Blvd., 228-392-8645, biloxishrimpingtrip.com
• Sunset cruises, fishing trips, and three shrimping trips daily 

Betsy Ann Riverboat Cruise
173 Beach Blvd., 228-229-4270
betsyannriverboat@gmail.com, bestyannriverboat.com
• CLOSED UNTIL SPRING 2021

Coastal Mississippi Mardi Gras Museum
792 Howard Ave., 228-314-4747, museum@coastalmardigras.com, www.coastalmardigras.com
• Open 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., closed Sundays and Mondays

Maritime & Seafood Industry Museum 
115 1st St., 228-435-6320, www.maritimemuseum.org
• Sea N Sail Camp registration begins Jan. 15
• Walk-on sails all month long

Ohr-O’Keefe Museum of Art
386 Beach Blvd., 228-374-5547, www.georgeohr.org
• Open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
• Check website for events and studio classes at OOMA!

Ship Island Excursion
Margaritaville Resort boat dock
195 Beach Blvd., 228-864-1014, msshipisland.com
• Ferry service resumes spring 2021, Private charters available year-round.

West End Hose Co. No. 3 Fire Museum
1046 Howard Ave., 435-6119/435-6200, www.biloxi.ms.us
• Historic 1937 firehouse open Saturdays 9 a.m.-2 p.m. or by appointment

Biloxi Little Theatre
220 Lee St., 228-432-8543
www.4blt.org

Biloxi Elks 606 Lodge of Biloxi
1178 Beach Blvd., 228-374-0606
• Friday Bingo: Jan. 8, 15, 22, and 29. Doors open at 5 p.m.; Early Bird games 6:30 p.m.; 

regular games at 7 p.m. Cash payouts and door prizes. Concessions available until
 8:30 p.m.
• Sunday Charity Bingo: No Sunday Bingo for January.
• Safety protocols for bingo: Six-feet social distancing, contact tracing forms to be 

completed, temperature taken, hands to be sanitized, masks are mandatory.

Fleur de Lis Society of Biloxi (French Club)
182 Howard Ave., 228-436-6472
• New Year’s Eve Dance, Dec. 31, 8-12 p.m. Music by the Barlow Brothers. Tickets are $20 

each and includes champagne and breakfast. 

Nativity Cathedral
871 Esters Blvd., 228-374-0606
• Biloxi Bingo Mania – Every Tuesday night behind Nativity Cathedral; Doors open at 5:30; 

Early bird begins at 6:30 p.m.; Regular games begin at 7 p.m. Proceeds benefit Nativity 
BVM Catholic Elementary School.

Center Stage      
2670 Rue Palafox, 228-388-6258
centerstagebiloxi.com

Biloxi Lighthouse & Visitors Center
1050 Beach Blvd., 228-374-3105, biloxi.ms.us – Open daily, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
• Lighthouse Tours Daily, 9-9:45 a.m.
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Morning

6 a.m. “Down in Biloxi,” by Rockin’ Ray Fournier (4 min)

6:04 a.m. A Day in the Life of Biloxi (9 min)

6:13 a.m. Biloxi Builders and Visionaries (8 min)

6:21 a.m. Biloxi Today (3 min)

6:25 a.m. Infrastructure video (5 min)

6:30 a.m. Biloxi Public Schools (15 min)

6:45 a.m. The Biloxi VA Today (15 min)

7 a.m. Special Presentation: "Biloxi Cooks!" (20 min.)

7:21 a.m. Mask up Biloxi (5 min)

7:30 a.m. Storytime with Gumbo Kelly (20 min)

7:50 a.m. Mask up Biloxi (5 min)

8 a.m. Special Presentation: Mission Update: The Fred Haise Statue (20 min)

8:30 a.m. Tet 2020: A Look Back (20 min)

8:50 a.m. Mask up Biloxi (5 min)

9:00 a.m. City Council meetings and bonus public affairs programming (3 hours)

Afternoon

Noon A vintage vignette: “America’s Riviera,” B&W, 1950s travelogue (9 min)

12:10 p.m. A vintage vignette: “America’s Riviera,” 1960s travelogue (14 min)

12:25 p.m. Biloxi Public Schools (15 min)

12:45 p.m. Biloxi VA Today (15 min)

1 p.m. Special Presentation: "Biloxi Cooks!" (20 min.)

1:20 p.m. Mask up Biloxi (5 min)

1:30 p.m. Storytime with Gumbo Kelly (20 min)

1:50 p.m. Mask up Biloxi (5 min)

2 p.m. Special Presentation: Mission Update: The Fred Haise Statue (20 min)

2:30 a.m. Tet 2020: A Look Back (20 min)

8:50 a.m. Mask up Biloxi (5 min)

3 p.m. City Council meetings and bonus public affairs programming (3 hours)

Evening

6 p.m. “Down in Biloxi,” by Rockin’ Ray Fournier (4 min)

6:04 p.m. A Day in the Life of Biloxi (9 min)

6:13 p.m. Biloxi Builders and Visionaries (8 min)

6:21 p.m. Biloxi Today (3 min)

6:25 p.m. Infrastructure video (5 min)

6:30 p.m. Biloxi Public Schools (15 min)

6:45 p.m. The Biloxi VA Today (15 min)

7 p.m. Special Presentation: "Biloxi Cooks!" (20 min.)

7:21 p.m. Mask up Biloxi (5 min)

7:30 p.m. Storytime with Gumbo Kelly (20 min)

7:50 p.m. Mask up Biloxi (5 min)

8 p.m. Special Presentation: Mission Update: The Fred Haise Statue (20 min)

8:30 p.m. Tet 2020: A Look Back (20 min)

8:50 p.m. Mask up Biloxi (5 min)

9 p.m. City Council meetings and bonus public affairs programming (3 hours)

Midnight National anthem by Ronny Broussard (2 min)

Sparklight 56; Uverse 99 (follow prompts) or at biloxi.ms.us/btv

 BTV videographer Renny Sherman has wanted to do a cooking show for 
some time, and January will mark the premiere of “Biloxi Cooks!”
 For the premiere episode of the monthly program, Sherman said the 
setting and stars were obvious to him: Biloxi firefighters cooking in a 
kitchen at Station 7, one of the city’s newest stations, on Popp’s Ferry Road 
just east of the Cedar Lake Road.
 “When they aren’t saving lives,” Sherman said, “Biloxi firefighters spend 
their 24-hour shifts training, maintaining equipment readiness, cleaning 
the fire station, and in their down time, preparing some of the most 
delicious meals you will find on the Coast.”
 In Show No. 1, which airs daily at 7 a.m., 7 p.m. and 1:30 on BTV in 
January, viewers will see Biloxi Firefighters Josh McGoey, Connor Kelly, 
Morgan Howe and Chris Denton prepare Fire House Fish and Shrimp Tacos 
with Coleslaw and Pico de Gallo.
 “The cooking shows you see on the Food Network, are fully scripted, 
shot in specially designed studio kitchens using a large production crew, 
and celebrity chefs with years of on-camera food preparation,” Sherman 
said. “This production was different. We were treated to the real thing 
when these four firefighters volunteered to team up and prepare a fire 
house favorite, Fire House Fish and Shrimp Tacos.
 “What they might have lacked in on-camera experience, these 
firefighters more than made up for in personality. Oh and by the way, the 
food was fabulous!
 “We know you will enjoy the show, but most of all it will give you an 
opportunity to spend a little time with and get to know a few of the men 
and women we count on to keep all Biloxians safe.”

‘Biloxi Cooks!’ showcases
our local cuisine and cultureJanuary 

Schedule

You can view individual programs 
on the city’s YouTube channel. 

This month’s recipes:
Coleslaw
Ingredients:
• 1 small head of green cabbage
• 1 small head of red cabbage
• 4 carrots
• 1 medium yellow onion
• 1 cup of mayo
• 1/4 cup of mustard 
• 2 teaspoons of apple cider
• 1 cup of sugar
• Teaspoon pepper
• Teaspoon cayenne 
• Salt
Instructions:
• Mix ingredients in bowl 
 and refrigerate 
• Longer refrigeration, the juicier

Fish & shrimp tacos
Ingredients:
• Fish
• Shrimp
• 2 sticks of melted butter
• Zatarain’s blackened seasoning 
• Tortillas
• Avocado
• Cheese 

• Sour Cream
• Yum Yum sauce 
Instructions:
• Heat griddle or skillet
• Soak fish in bowl of melted 

butter
• Soak the shrimp in bowl of 

melted butter
• Cook fish and shrimp for 3-4 

minutes on each side
• Coat with Zatarain’s blackened 

seasoning while cooking
• Heat tortillas
• Slice avocado
• Build taco by adding fish and or 

shrimp, cheese, sour cream and 
yum yum sauce

Pico de Gallo
Ingredients: 
• 4 tomatoes 
• 2 onions
• Cilantro
• 1 lime
Instructions:
• Cut and mix together in bowl

And the most important ingredient, Love. 

New this 
month!

New this 
month!

New this 
month!
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could also enjoy the views of both the Mississippi Sound 
as well as Back Bay.
    Daily Herald Newspaper reported in 1970 that the 
structure was built according to the Hurricane Code of 
Florida, reinforced with steel and built to withstand 200 
mile per hour winds. The building was fireproof with 
reinforced windows, walls, and doors. 
    The structure storm building was impacted by Hurricane 
Katrina but it remained resilient and has now been 
converted into a themed 132-room all-suite hotel focused 
on Hollywood legends. After about five years of dedicated 
renovations, Hotel Legends proudly opened its doors in 
October 2020.

White Pillars
    Doctor H. M. Folks, who you may remember for a past 
column where he was talked about for running the Biloxi 
Sanatorium, had a home built in the early 1900s at the 
northeast corner of U.S. and Rodenberg Avenue. He was 
convinced that Biloxi was the perfect setting for healing 
both the body and mind.  

 Dr. Folks, being from 
Virginia, gave the home 
the name Gunston 
Hall. It is said to have 
been pattern after their 
antebellum home in the 
East. He and his wife 
enjoyed the Gulf breezes 
from the veranda. They 
lived on the property 
until the early 1940s. 
 The Mladinich family 
later purchased the 

home in 1966, restored it and filled it with European and 
American antiques before opening it as the White Pillars. 
 For years, the dining restaurant was the go to venue for 
family, business and special events. 
 The structure received damage from Hurricane Katrina in 
2005. It has since received restoration and has reopened 
as the White Pillars restaurant, renowned for its exquisite 
cuisine and atmosphere.

Old Fayard 
House
 In Biloxi, 
the walls of 
early homes 
were made 
of bousillage 
- a mixture 
of mud and 
Spanish Moss. 
The Library 
of Congress 
National 
American Buildings Survey documented the usual 
architecture in Biloxi in 1936.
 One such house was located behind the current Biloxi 
Visitors Center. It was built on one of the highest elevations 
in the City of Biloxi and was just within a stone’s throw from 
the planned Fort St. Louis (believed to be where the Biloxi 
Lighthouse Park is today.)
 Three photos were taken of this old structure. A local 
Historical Society officer, Mr. Swan, along with Mr. Anthony 
Ragusin (aka “Mr. Biloxi”) tried their best to save this gem, 
but time and weather had not treated it very well and it 
succumbed to its death just prior to 1940.  

Baldwin Wood House
  Once owned by the famous Charles T. Howard family, 
this mansion was built around 1880. It was located at the 
northeast corner of Bellman and U.S. 90.
 Albert Baldwin Wood purchased the property in 1912.  
Mr. Wood became famous for inventing a special wooden 
street drainage pump to alleviate flooding in large areas. 
 From his home, he had the perfect view of nearby Deer 
Island. He even had his own wooden lighthouse by which 
he proudly lit up his famous Nydia boat.  
 Mr. Wood died in 1956 and the City of Biloxi 
purchased this mansion, which included a carriage 
house, utilizing it as a cultural center. The “House of 
Treasures,” as it was called, along with the lighthouse 
was destroyed by Hurricane Camille. Carriage House 
survived and was re-purposed into an art gallery until 

The writer is manager of the Local History and Genealogy section of the Biloxi Public Library. Email her at jane.shambra@gmail.com.

Hurricane Katrina slammed into it. Today, an historic 
marker remains on this site.

Beauvoir Soldiers Home
 In late 1903, the Jefferson Davis Soldier Home, Beauvoir 
located along the waterfront in Biloxi, opened its doors to 
its first resident J.R. Climer of Madison County, Miss.  
 It was comprised of twelve barracks that held twenty-
four people per building and four residents per room, 
a dining hall, chapel, hospital, and houses for servants 
and staff. 
 For fifty-four years, the facility housed over 1,800 
Confederate veterans, wives and widows.  It was host 
to over 700 burials and on Feb. 19, 1957 it closed its 
doors after its last two residents were moved to another 
retirement home. 
 The home, now known as Beauvoir – The Jefferson 
Davis Home and Presidential Library, was constructed 
around 1850 and first occupied by James Brown, a 
prosperous planter from Madison County, Miss. It was 
purchased by Sarah Ellis Dorsey, a famous author from 
Natchez, in the 1870s and was named Beauvoir. 
 Jefferson Davis, ex-president of the Confederate States 

of America, rented one of the front cottages in 
1877 and in 1879 was given possession of the 
home. Davis’ widow, Varina, worked with the 
state and others to turn the home into a facility 
for Confederate veterans, wives and widows. 
    The home opened to the public in 1941 and 
officially became a museum in 1956. It is located 
at 2244 Beach Blvd. 

Magnolia Hotel
    Biloxi’s old historic Magnolia Hotel dates 
back to the mid-1800s, before the days of our 
passenger trains, when steamboats delivered 
visitors. The home operated by John Hahn and 

his wife as a hotel through World War II. 
 The Hahn’s grandchildren, the Holleys, later took 
over the property, built cabins out front and rented until 
1969 when Hurricane Camille destroyed the cabins and 
damaged the home. 
 The home was later moved 150 yards away to where 
it stands today, 119 Rue Magnolia and was restored. 
Currently, it is being renovated and repurposed into a new 
dining venue. 

White House Inn
 The structure located at 1230 Beach Blvd. began as a 
boarding house operated by Cora White, wife of lawyer and 
later Circuit Court Judge Walter White, in the early 1900s. 
 Touted as “the leading hotel in Biloxi,” it accommodated 
150 guests in seven Victorian homes facing the waterfront 
and included seven live oaks trees to shade the hotel, a 
swimming pool and a garden. Vegetables and poultry for 
the hotel’s guests were grown on its property. 
 The later hotel expanded, and the seven homes where 
moved to White Avenue. 
 Further renovations included the creation of a lobby, 
dining room, a ballroom and the White House Fountain.
 Today, The White House Hotel has been restored and 
is a popular venue specializing in both exquisite hotel and 
dining features.  

Gulf Towers Apartments  
 The Gulf Towers, located at 940 Beach Blvd., opened 

Back in the Day

By Jane Shambra

Back in the Day,    
 Places They Stayed
Back in the day, when explorers landed upon our shores, 
there were no homes, rentals or hotels for them to stay in. 
The Native Americans that lived in the area had small homes, 
simply constructed from nearby foliage. As time evolved so did 
sturdier structures for living, renting and visiting.

in 1962 with over 100 apartments and was noted as the 
tallest building between New Orleans and Mobile.  
 The facility offered both furnished and unfurnished 
rooms, a pool, a beauty salon, barber shop, laundry 
facilities, a lounge, seaside balconies, and even a plug-in 
television antennae system. 
 Rents were offered beginning at about 
$115 per month. After Hurricane Katrina, 
this amazing building was upgraded to a 
hotel offering tourists and conventioneers an 
optimal place to stop.   
 It is perfectly situated adjacent to the I-110 
loop along U.S. 90 and now known as the 
Double Tree by Hilton Hotel.

Santa Maria del Mar
 This beachfront, thirteen story high-rise 
apartment building opened its doors around 
1971. Built by the Catholic Diocese of Natchez-Jackson as 
a senior citizen complex, the building was constructed for 
a cost of about $3,250,000.
 It had about 200 apartments and rent included all 
utilities. Wall-to-wall carpeted floors, drapes and coin-
operated laundry facilities were attractive features as well 
as the close proximity to the downtown area with shops, 
restaurants, churches, and public transportation. Residents 

Biloxi has evolved 
structurally 
through the 
years. It has been 
home to many 
inventors, doctors, 
authors, leaders, 
and veterans and 
has seen visitors 
stay for a night 
or two, a summer 
or even through 
retirement. The 
climate of the Gulf 
Coast has taken 
its toll on many 
structures and 
luckily, we still 
have a few historic 
relics to visit, stay, 
and nourish our 
bodies and maybe 
even our minds.  

Visit the Local 
History and 
Genealogy 
Department at 
the downtown 
Biloxi Library to 
see and read more 
about the historical 
structures in 
Biloxi.  

 The White House Inn with its garden grown flowers

Residents of 
the soliders 
home in 1926

The Old Fayard 
House with 
bousillage walls

Gunston Hall, known today as the White Pillars
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