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The city’s BNews Monthly newsletter provides a host of relevant news to all Biloxi residents, with an array of 
informative updates and the month-long Community Calendar.
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Relevant Biloxi news and updates. A month-long calendar. Delivered to your mailbox by the first of each month 
and online to your inbox several times a week. Did we mention affordable advertising rates, with discounts and 
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A compendium of what’s happening in Biloxi

POLICE & FIRE AWARDS • MOVIE HOUSES THROUGH THE AGES

City sees significant growth in new home construction
 “We’ve always known that Biloxi is a great 

place to live, work and play,” says Community 

Development Director Jerry Creel, “and now, 

more and more builders are seeing that, and 

they’re capitalizing on what we have to offer.”

 Creel’s Community Development 

Department, which oversees zoning and 

construction in Biloxi, is seeing big numbers 

this year, not only in commercial construction, 

but in new, market-rate homes.

 Check out the trend on new-home 

construction:
• 2015: 102 permits, construction value 

$23.6 million
• 2016:  87 permits, $16.3 million

• 2017: 133 permits, $27.4 million

• 2018: 170 permits, $36.5 million

 The majority of the new homes are being 

constructed north of Interstate 10, far from 

heightened rates of elevation and insurance.

 “At the same time,” Creel adds, “we’re 

seeing homes being built in the Cedar Lake 

area and along Beach Boulevard.

 “Some want to live close to the action, 

such as in Woolmarket, while others want to 

live in the middle of the action, such as on 

Beach Boulevard.”

 An advantage of the increased residential 

construction is that it helps recruit 

commercial growth.

 Says Creel: “Commercial development 

follows rooftops. If the rooftops are there,

the commercial development will follow.”

u See the January Community Calendar, Pages 11-14

u See more MLK info at www.mlkcoastwide.com

 Residents, motorists and 

businesspeople north of the CSX 

railway in East Biloxi can see real 

progress every day, in terms of 

more asphalt going down and 

dirt roads becoming a thing of 

the past in most neighborhoods. 

However, there are still roads to be 

paved, sidewalks to be poured and 

landscaping to be installed.

 And the current date on the 

current contract for completion 

of the work on the 55 miles of 

roadways north of the railway 

is Jan. 2, 2019. The contract, 

of course, has been amended 

70 times since it was originally 

approved on Aug. 4, 2014, and 

more requests for change orders 

are in the works. 

 Says Jennifer Matranga of 

Oscar Renda Contracting: 

“Through the many difficult 

circumstances that have been 

encountered in such a complex 

project, ORC has continued 

to be steadfast in a continued 

partnership with the City of Biloxi 

to making it great again for the 

community and all those who 

come to visit this great city.”

Progress continues
on north contract
as clock ticks

u Maps of progress, Pages 8-10 

u See video update and detailed  

 maps at biloxi.ms.us/restore

 January is upon us, and that means a couple of time-honored Biloxi traditions to kick off 

the New Year: The Twelfth Night observance, which signals the shift from Christmastime to 

Carnival; and the city’s huge MLK parade and Battle of the Bands celebration.

 Twelfth Night takes place Jan. 5 at 5 p.m., beginning at the Biloxi Visitors Center, where 

the Lighthouse Christmas lights will be extinguished. Then, a three-float parade travels 

down U.S. 90 to Lameuse, where it heads northward to City Hall. At City Hall, you’ll find a 

huge outdoor party on the lawn across from City Hall, with gumbo, king cakes and more.

 Also highlighting January are the huge, multi-event celebrations honoring Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr.  
 The MLK parade rolls through Biloxi on Jan. 21 at 10 a.m. The process begins at the Dr. 

Frank Gruich Sr. Community Center on Howard Avenue, travels west onto MLK, west at 

Howard and south on Caillavet to MGM Park.

 The parade culminates with the Battle of the Bands, about 11 a.m. at MGM Park. In the 

battle, you’ll see top-notch high school marching bands from New Orleans, Mobile and 

Jackson. Big change this year: There’s a $5 admission to enter the MGM Park.

Carnival and MLK march forward

James Meredith, the 

first African-American 

student admitted to Ole 

Miss, is part of Biloxi’s 

MLK observance.

The Ole Biloxi Marching Club
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East Biloxi: In the spotlight once again, rightfully so

 East Biloxi has always been a focal part 
of Biloxi. It’s where it all began: It’s where in 
1699 D’Iberville walked with the Biloxi tribe.”
 East Biloxi, especially Point Cadet and 
Back Bay, were ringed with bustling seafood 
canneries and factories at the height of those 
heady times when Biloxi was the Seafood 
Capital of the World. Later, the shotgun homes and cottages 

and dwindling numbers of factories were 
buoyed by the latest wave of hard-working 
immigrants to locate in the culturally rich east 
Biloxi, the Vietnamese. There were museums and churches and 

generations-old cultural centers. Lest we 
forget, even a state-run aquarium was at the 

tip of Point Cadet. And, of course, east Biloxi 
was the birthplace of the state’s gaming 
industry, the state’s first legal casino, the Isle 
of Capri, a success that spawned a period 
when as many as 10 casinos and thousands 

of hotel rooms were operating east of I-110.
 The east Biloxi story took a decided 
turn with Katrina: wholesale destruction of 
generations of homesteads and landmark 
properties. In its rebuilding blueprint, the 
city acknowledged that a large part of east 
Biloxi was classified as in a flood zone, 
meaning use of space would favor a mix of 
commercial, entertainment, and varieties of 
green, man-made and natural.  No one predicted the road workad infinitum.  Now comes forward a host of east Biloxi 

initiatives, a testament to one of Biloxi’s most 
enduring and alluring areas.

City adds two dozenfirst responders The Biloxi Police and Fire departments now 
have 26 additional first responders patrolling the 
streets and answering emergency medical calls.
 “Keeping our city safe for residents and 
visitors is the basic thing we do,” Mayor Andrew 
“FoFo” Gilich said. “We continue to believe our 
citizens are served the best trained, equipped 
and paid fire and police departments.”
 With 20 new officers, the police department 
now has a total of 131 sworn officers. 
 “We are always looking for individuals that 
possess dedication, loyalty and honesty 
as foremost qualities,” Police Chief John 
Miller said. “Law enforcement can be a very 
rewarding career.” In fact, police officers and firefighters 

undergo a rigorous hiring process including 
physical agility and written tests and once 
hired, hours of in-house and academy training.
 The fire department now has 160 front line 
firefighters, including the six new hires. 
 “Firefighters are required to complete 
Mississippi minimum standards,” Deputy 
Chief Jeff Merrill said. “Biloxi firefighters also 
become national-registered EMTs within the 
first year of hire.”  The police department also hired a grant 

writer, William Sackett, who also serves as 
the administrative liaison for the chief. 
 Interested in a new career? Download an 
application at biloxi.ms.us. 

Santa’s coming to townWho needs Rudolph and his red nose when you have 
Biloxi’s enduring landmark to light your way? 
Santa Claus makes a visit to Biloxi to take part 
in the city’s renowned Christmas on the 
Water celebration, and he’ll also be at myriad other city gatherings throughout the month. 

u See the complete lineup in Community Calendar, Page 11

u Margaritaville’s new expansion plans,
 Page 4
u Developer eyes east Biloxi convention 

center, Page 4u City to shop vacant parcels of land,
 Page 2
u Governor has idea to transform beach, 

Page 6
u Latest on the roadwork,  Pages 8-9-10

Reach everyone in Biloxi!

Call Vincent Creel at 228-435-6368
or Cecilia Dobbs Walton at 228-435-6336 or

email online@biloxi.ms.us
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INSIDE: THE DIRT ON THE NORTH CONTRACT

Two Mardi Gras parades, a St. Patrick’s Day parade 

and Grillin’ on the Green top the month

MARCH MADNESS! 
Hey, mister, throw me some asphalt

 So here’s the big question from paradegoers and Carnival organizers alike, and not unlike 

businesses and motorists navigating East Biloxi streets: Enough with the detours, when are the roads 

going to be done? 

 The good news for North contractor Oscar Renda is the parades, for the most part, are south of the 

CSX railway. However, motorists will still encounter a dirt road or two north of the railway (see 

Pages 8-9).

 It’s a different story for Hemphill Construction Co., south of the railway.

 Here’s the bottom line: The parades will roll on their usual routes. All of the routes 

will be paved, even if it’s some temporary paving on Howard just east of Porter, says 

Jack Gratwick of Hemphill Construction. 

 Paradegoers will still be in or near a huge, construction zone. Irish Hill Drive, 

for instance, will be “rocked,” just shy of asphalt. Some sidewalks may not be 

complete and no final coats of asphalt have been installed. 

 Now back to that lingering question: When 

will all of the work be finished? 

Oscar Renda has a change order 

or two in the works, but, the 

fact is, the deadline remains the 

first week of January 2019, with the meter running on 

$6,000-a-day assessments. Hemphill, whose contract sought 

to minimize disruption, is only months into its 

30-month contract. 

What you need to know
What a month, Mardi Gras parades March 2 and 5, 

and St. Patrick’s Day parade, along with Grillin’ on the 

Green 11 days later, on March 16.

Here’s the inside story:

u  Nick L. Shrimp: A toast to 

the Elks, Page 2

u  Neptune Dukes it out 

this year, Page 6

u  Gulf Coast Carnival 

ready to roll, Page 6

u  The wearing and grilling 

o’ the green, Page 7

u  Lent, Page 15

Text BILOXI to 888777

for Mardi Gras traffic info

Reigning King D’Iberville Keith Williams lets it fly at the 2018 parade. Photo courtesy 

of Gulf Coast Carnival Association Royal Photographer James Edward Bates

u See detailed maps and the monthly video of 

progress at biloxi.ms.us/restore-biloxi
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INSIDE: MARDI GRAS BACK IN THE DAY H BILOXI NICKNAMES H FINANCIAL MILESTONES

City OKs The District, $54-million downtown development
 For months, the city has touted a developer’s rendering of a fully restored Barq Building in downtown Biloxi, with upstairs living and downstairs retail. But, the fact is, the resurrection of that long-dormant building, once a centerpiece downtown, is only part of the downtown plan.

 The Biloxi City Council has approved a plan that will see $54 million in development in downtown Biloxi, with construction to begin in October 2019 – “soon,” says the developer – and the first of five mixed-use properties open by July 1, 2021.

 Developer Lee Young outlined a plan that will involve five Howard Avenue sites he has purchased - the Barq, Woolworth, Kress and Gryder buildings, along with the site where the Upstairs-Downstairs nightclub and Spanish Trail books once stood. Young plans to offer  230,000 square feet of boutique shops, local breweries, restaurants, and music venues, 330 residential units consisting of one-, two- and three-bedroom 

units and 20,000-square feet of office space. For his investment, Young sought and received sales and property tax abatements that could trim millions from his investment. “What we’re seeing here is a developer who has skin in the game and is looking to make a major investment in revitalizing our downtown,” Mayor Andrew “FoFo” Gilich said. “We will continue to collect the property and sales taxes we’re receiving now, but he’ll get a break on any new development he creates. It’s all performance-based, with a timeline for construction and opening.”

u See the 
citywide 
program 
of work, 
along with a 
department-
by-department 
highlights of 
progress. It’s a 
10-page report, 
Pages 8-18

u See the 
mayor’s 
presentation 
on Cable One, 
Channel 69, 
every hour 
on the hour, 
Friday through 
Monday, Feb. 
1-4 or online

 at biloxi.ms.us

 The contracted deadline of Jan. 6, 2019 has come and gone on the north contract, which means the city is now assessing infrastructure contractor Oscar Renda $6,000 a day. Says Jennifer Matranga of Oscar Renda: “There are change orders we have in the works, namely the holdup on Reynoir Street and the expansion of drainage pipes on a half-dozen other streets. The fact is, we’re down to less than seven miles of streets that need paving, and we’re working hard to get them done.” No doubt about it, she says: The curtain is coming down on the $128 million contract, which once saw most of the 55 miles of roadway north of the CSX turned to dirt. Adds Matranga of pending progress: “We have put down asphalt on Querens and Graham. We are completing the deepest of the storm drain on Benachi, and should be installing road base on Porter next week. We are also installing the final course of asphalt on Oak Street, Kuhn, Laurel and additional streets on the east end of the project.”

Deadline for
north contract
comes and goes;work continues

u See the map, Pages 12-13u Video: See the monthly video update, biloxi.ms.us/restorebiloxiu Video: See the mayor’s comments in State of the City, biloxi.ms.us/sotc2019

u See background at biloxi.ms.us/thedistrict
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Community Development•	 $28	million	increase	in	overall	construction,	including	35	homes	and	

$3.1	million	increase	of	residential	permits	issued
•	 Issued	more	than	3,000	permits,	including	474	for	commercial	and	630	

for	residential•	 Saw	the	completion	of	Camping	World	RV	Sales	and	Service	Center,	

Saltgrass	Steakhouse,	Premier	Cinema	at	Edgewater	Mall,	Sunbelt	

Lighting	store,	Circle	K	Convenient	Store,	a	new	multi-purpose	building	

for	the	First	United	Methodist	Church	and	Southern	Supply	Warehouse

•	 Permits	were	issued	for	major	commercial	projects:	MDOT	Pedestrian	
Crosswalk,	restaurant	renovations	at	IP	Casino,	SkyZone	at	Edgewater	
Mall,	West	Beach	and	Point	Cadet	boardwalks,	Fire	Stations	7	and	10,	
Beach	Vista	Apartments,	Small	Craft	
Harbor	Pedestrian	Overpass,	Fritz	multi-use	building	in	downtown,	three-tenant	outparcel	at	Edgewater	
Mall	to	include	Brick	and	Spoon	Restaurant,	Sugar	Factory	remodel	at	
Hard	Rock,	build-out	for	Solid	Rock	
Baptist	Church,	and	a	new	laser	tag	
structure	at	Big	Play	Entertainment.•		Construction	and	renovations	

continued	on	the	Watermark	Hotel,	Hilton	Garden	Inn	and	Suites,	and	

Waffle	House,	all	on	Beach	Boulevard
•	 Issued	247	new	business	licenses;	11	peddler	licenses	and	76	

Certificates	of	Appropriateness	for	construction	in	historical	districts	or	

of	historic	landmarks•	 Planning	Commission	oversaw	71	cases,	and	conducted	public	hearing	

for	each.		•	 Reviewed	64	projects	and	approved	48	site	plans
•	 Issued	74	residential	and	13	commercial	tree	permits	and	distributed	

700	trees•	 Maintained	“State	Best”	rating	of	5	in	the	Community	Rating	System	

(CRS)
•	 Biloxi	Lighthouse	was	visited	by	2,414	guests
•	 Biloxi	Visitors	Center	welcomed	138,815	and	305	events

•	 Biloxi	Civic	Center	hosted	79	public	events

Engineering Department•	 Completed	projects	include	Dredging	at	Canaan	Fishing	Dock,	Hiller	

Park,	Holly	Hills,	Mercedes	Drive,	and	Point	Cadet	Marina;	installation	

of	speed	tables	on	Darius	Drive;	building	and	opening	of	the	Point	

Cadet	Excursion	Pier,	Popp’s	Ferry	Causeway	Park,	West	Biloxi	

Boardwalk	Phase	1A,	resurfacing	of	the	tennis	courts	at	A.J.	Holloway	

Sports	Complex	and	Hurricane	Nate	repairs	to	Ice	Wharf	and	Oak	

Street	North	piers•	 About	125	more	homes	and	businesses	in	the	Woolmarket	area	in	the	

process	of	receiving	access	to	city	sewer
•	 Management	of	the	Hurricane	Katrina	Infrastructure	Replacement	

Projects	continues,	with	the	largest	being	the	North	Contract		

•	 Management	of	South	Contract	began
•	 Completed	530	service	requests•	 Completed	more	than	250	work	orders,	including	videoing	sewer	

and	storm	drain	lines,	inspecting	ditches,	and	drainage	issues

•	 Construction	underway	on	Keesler	Inside	the	Gate	project

•	 Completed	first	stretch	of	Howard	Avenue	project	with	a	new	brick	

roadway•	 Completed	Phase	1	of	the	Cemetery	Digital	Mapping	Project

In 2018, Biloxi had9 million-dollar sales tax months. That had not happened in a calendar year since 2004, yes,pre-Katrina.

The city-produced “Blues over Biloxi” airshow in July 2018, a partnership 

with Harrah’s and The Blind Tiger, attracted 150,000 visitors and drove 

weekend hotel occupancy to reach an astounding 97 percent. Get ready 

for the Thunderbirds, May 4-5, being produced in cooperation with 

Keesler Air Force Base.
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! Major Streets and Drainage Projects! Minor Paving, Drainage, and Imrpovements

Keesler
Air Force

Base

January 2019 status of major projects

Compiled by City of Biloxi Engineering Department, based on various contracts, January 2019

Major streets and drainage projects, cost and status

Includes under design, under construction, pending or completed
1.  East Biloxi Public Access

$1.9 million Under Construction

2.  Point Cadet Boardwalk
$700,000 Conceptual

3.  Point Cadet Marina Electrical Upgrades
$250,000 Construction Pending

4.  Point Cadet Marina Dredging
$230,000 Complete

5.  Point Cadet Excursion Pier
$364,000 Complete

6.  Sixth Street South Infrastructure (SXSS)
Construction Pending

7.  Hurricane Nate Repairs to Oak Street North Pier $5,000 Complete

8.  CSX Railroad Closure & Esters Blvd Extension $1.1 million Design

9.  Canaan Fishing Dock Dredging
$36,000 Complete

10.  Canaan Fishing Dock Reconstruction
$5 million Design

11.  East Biloxi Police Substation
$100,000 Design

12.  Old Brick House Sidewalk & Living Shoreline $75,000 Design

13.  Small Craft Pedestrian Overpass
$2.4 million Under Construction

14.  North Contract (Katrina Infrastructure)
$129 million Under Construction

15.  Main Street Railroad Crossing Upgrades $210,000 Design

16.  Howard Avenue Project
$2.2 million Under Construction

17.  Hurricane Nate Repairs to Ice Wharf Pier $15,000 Complete

18.  Saenger Theater Interior Renovations
Conceptual

19.  Saenger Theater Exterior Repairs
$2 million Design

20.  South Contract Phase 2 (BVE 1 & 2)
$24 million Design

21.  South Contract Phase 1 (BVW 1 & 2)
$23.4 million Under Construction

22.  Visitors Center Renovations
$100,000 Conceptual

23.  Lighthouse Pier Repairs
$160,000 Under Construction

24.  Keesler Gate Outside Project
$18.3 million Design

25.  Keesler Gate Inside Project
$6.2 million Under Construction

26.  Bayview Waterfront Restoration Project $2.0 million Design

27.  Cemetery Digital Mapping
$10,000 Complete

28.  Cemetery Digital Mapping Phase 2
$20,000 Under Construction

29.  Natatorium HVAC Installation
$50,000 Complete

30.  West Beach Boardwalk Phase 1A
$1.3 million Complete

31.  West Beach Boardwalk Phase 1B
$2.5 million Design

32.  Hiller Park Playground Covers
$20,000 Under Construction

33.  Hiller Park Recreational Trails
$45,000 Design

34.  Hiller Park Dredging

$320,000 Complete

35.  Popp's Ferry Bridge Submarine Cable
$1.4 million Under Construction

36.  Popp's Ferry Bridge From Riverview to Pass Road$75.0 million Design

37.  Popp's Ferry Extension
$18.3 million Design

38.  Popp's Ferry Causeway Park
$3.6 million Complete

39.  Snyder Center Roof Repairs
$151,000 Under Construction

40.  Mercedes Dr. Dredging
$130,000 Complete

41.  West Contract (Katrina Infrastructure)
$33.5 million Design

42.  Holley Hills Dredging
$205,000 Under Construction

43.  Ellzey Street Extension to Medical Park Dr $1.0 million Design

44.  Sports Complex Tennis Court Resurfacing $30,000 Complete

45.  Fire Station 7

$4.2 million Under Construction

46.  Fire Station 10

$2.4 million Under Construction

47.  Cedar Lake Bridge Repairs
$900,000 Design

48.  Woolmarket Road East Drainage
$3.5 million Design

49.  Woolmarket Plantation Water
$1.4 million Under Construction

50.  Woolmarket Road Sidewalks
$1.0 million Design

51.  Eagle Point Infrastructure Phase 2 (EPT2) $1.5 million Under Construction

52.  Woolmarket City Center Renovations
$250,000 Conceptual

53.  Belle La Vie Parkway
$1.5 million Design

Minor Paving, Drainage, and Improvements, cost and status

Includes under design, under construction, pending or completed
A.  Dukate Street Paving

$14,000 Construction Pending

B.  Main Street Paving

$8,500 Complete

C.  Luke Drive Paving 

$3,400 Complete

D.  Tremont Drive Paving
$32,700 Complete

E.  McDonnell Ave Paving
$126,500 Complete

F.  Ward Lane Striping & Paving
$18,500 Complete

G.  Bay Vista Drive Paving
$6,000 Complete

H.  Mercury Ln Speed table
$8,800 Complete

I.  Walda Dr Paving

$6,600 Complete

J.  Pennzoil Park Paving

$20,000 Complete

K.  Audubon Pl, Perdido Cv & Biscayne Cv Paving $53,000 Complete

L.  Pine Hills Dr Paving

$6,800 Complete

M.  Canterbury Dr Paving
$24,000 Complete

N.  Sharon Hills Paving

$38,000 Complete

O.  Hillside Drive Paving

$5,000 Complete

P.  El Camino Drainage

$1,900 Complete

Q.  Clearview Dr Drainage Repair
$19,000 Complete

R.  Bay Breeze Drive Drainage
$1,800 Complete

S.  Darius Dr Speed tables
$8,800 Complete

T.  Darius Ct Concrete Repairs
$3,500 Complete
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Administration Department•	 Bond	rating	remained	at	AA-,	one	of	best	in	the	state
•	 Projected	$58.2	million	in	revenue,	received	$58	million	in	revenue,	and	

projected	$61.2	million	in	expenses,	had	$57.1	million	in	expenses

•	 Employees	633;	saw	11	retirements.	Hired	68	permanent	and	61	

seasonal employees•	 Installed	and/or	updated	wireless	access	at	the	Popp’s	Ferry	Causeway	

Park,	Dr.	Frank	G.	Gruich	Sr.	Community	Center,	Biloxi	Visitors	Center,	

Donal	Snyder	Sr.	Community	Center,	Community	Development,	City	

Hall,	Fire	Station	1,	Biloxi	Small	Craft	Harbor	and	Point	Cadet	Marina

•	 Installed	security	cameras	at	Popp’s	Ferry	Causeway	Park

2019 Departmental Annual Reports

The West Beach Boardwalk, a $1.1 million project where the city and county pooled Tidelands funds, gives residents and visitors a glimpse of 

what can be done along the waterfront, and it’s an example of the success we can achieve through a great city-county-state partnership.

On the move
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The State of the City 2019

We’ve been working with our federal, state and county partners 

over the past several months on a host 
of major initiatives to improve the quality 
of life in our beloved 320-year-old Biloxi, 
the place we call home and 5.7 million 
visitors a year call paradise. 

I am proud to say that the state of our city today is an environment of optimism, excitement and anticipation.
We are moving forward.
The	curtain	is	finally	coming	down	on	
the infrastructure work north of the CSX 
railway. The curtain is going up on new
opportunities along our waterfront.

Last year, we told you about planning and construction. 
Now, I am pleased to say that we are seeing results and 
even more exciting things in the works. At the same time, our city departments and divisions 

have been working every day to deliver the services that 
you expect and deserve.

This report gives you an idea of the myriad issues and 
successes that we’ve seen and the progress we’re
continuing to make.

Andrew “FoFo” GilichMayor of BiloxiJan. 22, 2019

Biloxi City CouncilGeorge Lawrence • Felix O. Gines • Dixie Newman • Robert L. Deming III

Paul A. Tisdale • Kenny Glavan • Nathan Barrett Visit online at biloxi.ms.us  • Sign up for BMail at biloxi.ms.us
 
For B-Alerts, text BILOXI to 888777

See the mayor’s 
presentation on Cable One, Channel 69, every hour on the hour, Friday through Monday, Feb. 1-4 or online at biloxi.ms.us


