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It is a pleasure for me to welcome you to the induction of the 2019 Class of the Biloxi
Sports Hall of Fame.

I want to thank each of you for being part of this renowned event and honoring these
outstanding athletes.

We have another phenomenal group of individuals who each have excelled in the athletic
realm and contributed to the betterment of athletics in the City of Biloxi.

The prestige, honor and fame these athletes brought to themselves and fellowmen will now
live on as symbols of achievements and foster an appreciation for the role sports play in
contributing to the quality of life in Biloxi.

All the best,

4%

Andrew “FoFo” Gilich

Mayor of Biloxi

EMCEE ... ... ..o i E Cliff Kirkland, Chief of Civic Innovation & Development
Presentation of Colors. . .. .. ov it Biloxi Police Honor Guard
Pledge of Allegiance. .. ...... ... ... Director of Police, John Miller
Invocation/Benediction. ... ........... ... ..., Pastor Eric Dickey of the 1st Missionary Baptist Church
Welcome. . o oo Cheryl Bell, Parks & Recreation Director
Dinner

Remarks . ..o Mayor Andrew “FoFo” Gilich
Presentations . . . ..o v vttt e e Mayor Gilich & Cheryl Bell
Inductees Remarks .. ... ... . Limited to (3 minutes) each

Dinner provided by the City of Biloxi Parks & Recreation Department.
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Mark Barhanovich
Art Bressler

Billy Ray Allen
Gene Allen

John Allen
Dough Anglado
Tommy Bond

Ronald Bond
Walter Blessey
Ronnie Farris
Barbara Ferrill
Richard Frentz

Greg Breal
Dale Chatham
Bob Collins
Gary Dronet

Joseph M. “Joe” Allen

Frank “Yankie” Barhanovich

Mike Craft
Troy Craft

Doug Barber

Howard “Dickey” Battle

Joseph “Joe” Balius

Michael “Mickey” Bradley

Harold Breal

Steve Broussard
Floyd Franks
James Franklin Gill

Marion Lorenzo Henley

Eric Fortenberry

* 2018 Biloxi Sports Hall of Fame Inductees ®
Marvin “Bubba” Dickey

Glen Lamas Johnny “Red” Wetzel

2017 Biloxi Sports Hall of Fame Inductees ®

James Daggett
Keith Demourelle
Ricky Derouen
Rodney Derouen
Robert Hill

Herb Glavan Frank Sabbatini
Larry Kostmayer Joe Sabbatini
Carroll “Butch” Raley Loyce Searight
John Tapper

Clinton Tapper

2016 Biloxi Sports Hall of Fame Inductees ®

Gene Ganucheau
Frank Gill, Jr.
Mark Graham
Wayne Kopszywa

Randolf “Kitty Kat” Peyton

Richard “Rick” Pitalo Freddie Wright
John Pugh George Wright
Forrest Rodolfich

Freddie Steinwinder 111

Andrew Wright

2015 Biloxi Sports Hall of Fame Inductees ®

Alyssa Donovan Farrell

Mike Felsher
Pam Ferrill
Rosell Horne

Samuel T. Nichols Jr. Daryl Posey

Randall Patterson Jeana Erickson Stanley
Jeff Pickich Anthony Vereen
Bobby Pisarich

2014 Biloxi Sports Hall of Fame Inductees ®

Rusty “Biloxi Bomber” Derouen  Anthony “Bo” Lamey

Richard Johnston

Brian J. Kozlowski

Jackie Laird

René Joseph Trochesset Sr.
Gregory J. “Greg” Nordstrom  Andy Welter

Charles Michael “Mike” Patrick

Gerald Joseph Richards

2013 Biloxi Sports Hall of Fame Inductees ®

Peter Roy “Lee” Elder
Kenneth Lyons Sr.

Dr. Dennis Malpass
Richard “Wimpy” Winther

Henry “Spud” Wieniewitz

2012 Biloxi Sports Hall of Fame Inductees ®

Randy Jenkins

Frederick C. “Cliff "Kirkland, Jr.

Ralph E Lechner
Barry Lyons

Rodney Mattina Jr.

Melvin Moncrief

Michael J. “Mike” Sekul

Lloyd Seymour Jr. Sal “Penue” Taranto

Mark M. Seymour Sr. Doug Thompson

James Smith Jr. Elbert T. Trone

T.J. Smith James H. “Jimmy” Wallis Jr.

Bernard “Cuz” St. Amant ~ Michael “Mike” Wallis Sr.
Bruce & Annette Strong Shirley E Windham
Anthony Christopher “Chris” Taranto - William E. Windham
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* 1989 Biloxi Sports Hall of Fame Inductees ®

Vincent “Cotton” Bosarge, SHA  Walter E Fountain, BHS

Tommy Esposito, Sr., SHA Mona (Hudson) Hunt, BHS Don Sr. Snyder, OSHS

* 1988 Biloxi Sports Hall of Fame Inductees ®

Hugh H. Saxon
James Levine R. Skinner

James McElroy
Shannon P. Pickich

Leonard C. Fairley
Estelle Compton McElroy

* 1986 Biloxi Sports Hall of Fame Inductees ®

Douglas G. Mitchell Arthur, Jr. Rosonet

* 1985 Biloxi Sports Hall of Fame Inductees ®

Audrey (Holliman) Owen, BHS ~ James Stevens, BHS

Audrey Strocchi

Lionel Antoine, NHS 1968
John Atkinson, BHS 1930
Frank “Buddy” Bass, BHS 1928
Raymond Bass, BHS 1939
Marcel “Mickey” Bellande, BHS 1928
T.C. Benny, BHS 1939

Andy Bernich, BHS 1924
Anthony Bertucci

Albert Bessey, BHS

Norman Broussard, BHS 1950
Lloyd Caillavet, BHS 1931
Art Cantrell, BHS 1968

Fred Carron, BHS 1931

John Collins, BHS 1923
Chester Comeaux, BHS 1947
Jerry Covich, IIT ND 1966
Shannon Covich, BHS 1944
Clem Dellenger, ND 1960
Joe Demoran, SH 1931

Lewis Demoruelle, BHS
Delmas “BaBa Jess” Diaz

Noel Dunn, BHS 1938
Norman Duplain, BHS 1949
Cosman Eisendrath

Glenn Ellis, BHS 1969
Arnold Entrekin, BHS 1940
Harold Erickson, BHS 1958
Larry Evans, BHS 1972

J.B. Fallo, BHS 1940
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U.S. Fayard, BHS 1920
Thomas Ferrill, Sr., BHS 1949
Irene Flavian, BHS 1937

T.L. Gaddy

Curtis Galle, BHS 1931
Wilfred Gollotte, BHS 1938
Charles Hegwood, ND 1934
Butch Halveston, BHS 1931

Charles Sr. “Dixie” Hollis, BHS 1946

Dr. D.L. Hollis

William C. Hollis, BHS 1952
A.J. Holloway, BHS 1958

Lewis Hood, Jr. BHS 1930

James E. Howarth, Jr., BHS 1965
Bill Huls, BHS 1939

Bartlo Hunt, BHS 1934

C.D. Jenkins, BHS 1939

Chester Juanico, BHS 1931
Elwood “Kayo” Kelly, BHS 1932
Edward Khayat, BHS 1928
Edward Yetta Lawrence, ND 1950
Arnaud Lopez, BHS 1930

James Lopez, BHS 1931

Julius Lopez, BHS 1926

Kenneth Lyons, Jr. ND 1970

Ed McCreedy, BHS 1956
Howard McDonnell, Sr. BHS 1930
Elbert Manuel, BHS 1934

A.]. Mattina, BHS 1934

Earl Mattina, BHS 1928

Joe Mattina, BHS 1939
Rodney Mattina, Sr. ND 1960
Dr. D.L. Michel, BHS 1930
Norman Moran, BHS 1923
Giles Peresich, SH 1935
Gordon Peresich, ND 1947
Ronald Peresich, BHS 1961
Sonny Pisarich, ND 1966
Thelma Plummer, BHS 1930
Nathaniel Puryear, BHS 1971
Jonathon Ramsey, BHS 1939
A.L Rexinger

Clell Rosetti, ND 1966

Tony Rosetti, BHS 1932
Tony Rosetti, Jr., ND 1964
Raymond Ryan, OS 1935
Elliott St. Amant

Hyman Schneider, BHS 1931
George Sekul, ND 1955
Jackie Sherrill, BHS 1962
Fred Steinwinder, BHS

Joe Thornton, BHS 1951
James Wallace, BHS 1937
Katherine Wambsgans, BHS 1928
Fred Weems, ND 1956

Percy Wetzel, Jr., SH 1925
Joe Wheeler, BHS 1929
Joyce Wiltz, BHS 1941




* 2019 Biloxi Sports Hall of Fame Inductees ®

George Creel

A 1952 graduate of Biloxi High, Creel first established himself as a hard-
hitting knockout specialist in the late 1940s. After an exceptional boxing
career, he became a co-founder of the Biloxi Boxing Club. As a volunteer
coach and manager, he developed numerous Golden Gloves champions and
helped bring regional and national boxing tournaments to Biloxi. George will
be honored posthumously.

Anthony Hill

A scintillating kick returner with “take it to the house” speed, Hill was

an offensive juggernaut for the early-1980s Biloxi Indians. His speed and
elusiveness quickly elevated him among Mississippi Coast receivers. A threat
to score every time he touched the ball, he earned the nickname Anthony

“Thrill” Hill.

Alan Marsland

In 1963 and ‘64, he played on the Biloxi Indians football team. Yet Alan
Marsland earned his entry into the Sports Hall of Fame by epitomizing the
volunteer coach, booster and sports supporter. He has served on the Biloxi
Girls Softball League Board of Directors for 30 years. He has coached the
sport for decades as well, producing stars like Alabama pitcher Krystal
Goodman. And he has been a tireless supporter of local sports, including
his founding of the Biloxi Diamond Club and creating the Mississippi Gulf
Coast Community College Baseball Concessions. Alan will be honored
posthumously.

Chris McGee

Known for his fluid moves and speed in basketball and track, Chris McGee
earned National High School Football All-American Honorable Mention as a
senior at Biloxi High in 1982. He was a gifted wide receiver and was selected
to the Mississippi High School All Star game. He earned All-Harrison County
and All-Big Eight honors in basketball at BHS, and was a track standout and
State award winner. He also won Player of the Week honors seven times while
a receiver at the University of Southern Mississippi. He is perhaps best known
as the player who caught Brett Favre’s first college touchdown pass at USM.

WL/



D’Jon “Bobo” McNair

Nominated by his former coach at BHS, Bobo McNair is considered one of
Jackie Laird’s best basketball players, which is an outstanding compliment
considering the large number of star players Laird coached for the Indians.
His accolades include: All State, All Star Team, All Big Eight, All District and
Street & Smith Magazine All American Honorable Mention. As a star player
at Southeastern Louisiana University, McNair collected even more awards,
including All Academic, All Defensive Team, Most Valuable Player, Gulf
South Conference Team and Louisiana College All Star team.

Byron Meaut

Byron developed his baseball skills in Biloxi summer programs from Little
League to Pony League to Colt League to American Legion. His skills grew
through each phase and by the time he played as a sophomore at Notre Dame,
he was a standout. He struck out 16 while pitching a no-hitter his first year
on the varsity. His velocity and breaking pitches overwhelmed many hitters,
eventually leading to his Major League Draft selection by the Montreal Expos.
Instead, he signed a scholarship to Ole Miss and helped the Rebels to an SEC
Championship and College World Series appearance in 1972. Byron will be
honored posthumously.

Charles “Charlie” Nobles

A driving force behind Biloxi’s 1965 High School Baseball State
Championship, Charlie Nobles’ pitching record for the Indians was 19-1. At
Perkinston Jr. College, he helped the Bulldogs win two State titles, pitching
two no-hitters and batting .358. At Bellhaven College, he hit .338 and
continued his pitching prowess. For his career, Nobles was 51-4 pitching, and
he was part of nine State championships at various levels.

Alex “Lou” Pitalo

A standout, if undersized high school football player at Biloxi High, Pitalo
delayed his college football ambitions to serve in the U.S. Coast Guard in

the latter stages of WWII. When he returned to the Coast, he accepted an
opportunity to play football at Perkinston, helping the Bulldogs to State and
National (this side of the Rockies) titles in his final year. He advanced to LSU
in Baton Rouge, and excelled even though he was an undersized lineman.
After graduating, he had a distinguished head and assistant coaching career
that help start a program at Broadmoor that grew into a State Championship
in just six years.
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Roger Smith

Another of the Biloxi Dodgers to make the Hall of Fame, Roger Smith is
better known as one of the State’s most respected high school softball umpires.
A 1968 graduate of Nichols High School, he pitched for the Dodgers from
1966-69. He has umpired softball for more than 43 years, including 15
Mississippi High School Activities Association State Championships. He is a
three-time Mississippi High School Association Umpire of the Year and is a
member of the ASA Umpire National Indicator Club.

David Ward Sr.

One of the Coast’s premier amateur boxers starting in the 1950s, David
Ward went on to coach the Biloxi Boxing Club for eight years. His fighters
won 28 overall team titles and 20 Mississippi Golden Gloves and AAU
Championships. He also was a longtime volunteer coach of Little League and
Pony League baseball. David will be honored posthumously.

Paul Webster

Although he graduated from Ocean Springs High School in 1979, Paul
Webster earned his induction into the Biloxi Sports Hall of Fame by crafting
an incredible amateur boxing record from 1970-1979. As a member of

the Biloxi Boxing Club, his overall record was 158-30. He is a five-time
Mississippi Golden Gloves Champion, a three-time Gulf States AAU
Champion, and a three-time AAU Junior Olympic Boxing Champion.

John Williams

During impressive high school and college careers from the 1960s-1990s,
John Williams coached his way to the top of football achievements. His Biloxi
Indians were 66-16, including an 11-0 State Championship season in 1968.
At Mississippi College, he took a perennially losing program and flipped it
into an annual winner. The highlight of his career at MC was an 11-3 record
in 1989, which produced a Division II College Football Championship.

Seber Windham

Today he is known as the successful head coach of the Biloxi Indians
basketball program. Back in the mid-to-late 1980s, Seber Windham was a
baseball and basketball Phenom at BHS. Team captain of his high school
basketball Indians, Seber helped Biloxi win consecutive State Championships
in the late 1980s. He was also named Most Valuable Player. His playing career
continued in college as a two-sport, scholarship athlete.

WL/
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SPORTS HALL OF FAME

The Biloxi Sports Hall of Fame was created to identify and honor individuals who have
significantly contributed to the betterment of athletics in the City of Biloxi, either through
exemplary performance as a player or coach, or in any supporting role of superior accomplishment.

Nominees are accepted annually and reviewed by a volunteer selection committee which, by
consensus of opinion, objectively choose those to be inducted each year. Selection is based on,
but not limited to statistical performance, individual achievement, leadership, citizenship and
community service. The number of inductees each year is solely the discretion of the selection
committee.

Eligibilit
giniity

Any native-born Biloxian, or current or past resident of at least 10 years, whose accomplishments
in the world of sports are singularly extraordinary either on the high school level, collegiate level,
amateur level, or professional level, or any combination thereof, or someone whose lifetime
contributions to Biloxi sports is clearly superior and worthy of citywide acclaim.

To be considered for inclusion in the Biloxi Sports Hall of Fame, the individual must be
nominated according to established guidelines. The individual must have distinguished himself/
herself through superior performance that clearly and overwhelmingly exceeds above-average
achievement in any given sport, or in support of Biloxi sports. Qualifications could include, but are
not limited to: numerous MVP designations; state, regional, national or international recognition;
record-setting performances in a variety of sports; induction into other Sports Halls of Fame on the
high school, college, professional or amateur levels; or whose lifetime contributions as an athlete or
coach, or in support of local athletics, is of the highest caliber community service. The number of
inductees each year is solely the discretion of the selection committee.

It is the burden of the nominating person(s) to provide substantiation or proof of
accomplishments, from newspaper articles, television features, or plaques/awards to the testimony
of peers or competitors. The validity of such proof is to be determined solely by the members of
the Voting Committee, at its discretion.

2020 Nominations Visit online at biloxi.ms.us e “ ® ®
due by June 26, 2020.

Sign up for BMail at biloxi.ms.us

For B-Alerts, text BILOXI to 888777 ®
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