SUMMARY

The conceptual drawings depicted in
this chapter should serve as the pre-
ferred approach to planned redevelop-
ment of the Biloxi waterfront. The
drawingsare characterizedas “concepts”
to suggest flexibility and creativity in
their ultimate implementation. Some of

‘these concepts, like those at Point Cadet
and Rhodes Point willrequire a continu-
ous, concerted effort of both the private
and public sectors to achieve their long-
term potential. Themore general improve-
ments, like boat ramps and piers, how-
ever, can be accomplished quite readily
and provide the entire community with
immediate, enhanced access along the
waterfront.

Long Range Goals

The conceptual plans that are por-
trayed on the following pages have been
designed to accommodate community
needs and potentials that were identi-
fied in the “inventory” of community
resources. They have been developed to
be sympathetic with the public’s percep-
tion of the Biloxi waterfront and to be
sensitive to the natural environment.
These concepts address the following
long-range development goals:

1) PublicAccess,View and Convenience;

2) EconomicDevelopmentand Diversifi-
cation;

3) Historic, Cultural and Environmen-
tal Preservation; and,

4) Waterfront Orientation and Concen-
tration.

These goals reflect the basic criteria
of the Mississippi Bureau of Marine
Resources concerning urban waterfront
development.

Development Themes

Improved public access and conven-
ience are suggested along a recreation-
natural preservation theme for Biloxi's
sand beaches, the Popp’s Ferry area and
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Private Marinas/Marine Related Commercial and Industrial Redevelopment

Deer Island. Industrial development,

-especially in the form of support facili-

ties for the seafood industry, is recom-
mended at Back Bay’s Rhodes Point and
Clay Point.

Mixed-use, beachfront orientations
are prescribed for Biloxi’s three “urban
waterfronts:” Point Cadet, West Beach,
and Central Beach. The Point Cadet con-
cept focuses on linking existing public

amenities (Point Cadet Plaza, the Sea-
food Industry Museum, Gulf Marine State
Park, and the J. L. Scott Marine Educa-
tion Center) with proposed public and
private improvements (marinas,
specialty retail shops, marine-related
offices, a water park, etc.). The West
Beach concept encourages a beachfront
orientation for Biloxi’s prime resortarea.
And Central Beach proposals suggést

improved linkages between the Central
Business Districtand itsurbanshoreline.

Bpecific ‘thematic” redevelopment is
recommended as follows:

oncepts

Deer Island - Public Acquisition/Annexation, Access Improvements Natural Preservation
and Educational Utilization. (Since a detailed, comprehensive plan for the island was pre-
pared in 1979, no specific conceptual plan is included here. The 1979 plan should beupdated
and revised to reflect recommendations of the accompanying development strategy.)
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Clay Point - Acquisition, Redevelopment and Marketing:
Waterfront Industrial Sites
Seafood Research and Development Facilities (Mariculture)

Rhodes Point - Long-Range Concentration of Biloxi’s Fishing Fleet with Related, Shoreside
Industrial Facilities:

Commercial Docking Facilities

Ice, Fuel, Cold Storage and Support Facilities
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Wetlands Park (Environmental Mitigation/Preservation)

Popp’s Ferry - Recreation and Natural Preservation:
Boat Launching Ramps and Access Piers
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A general

concept (kon’sept) n.
idea or understanding, especially one
derived from specific instances or
Ooccurrences.




