The State of the City 2018

We’ve been working with our federal, state and county
partners over the past several months on a host of major
initiatives to improve the quality of life in our beloved
319-year-old Biloxi, the place we call home and 5.7 million
visitors a year call paradise.
I am proud to say that we are transitioning from the planning
stage to construction on many of these projects. You’ll see
work on the waterfront boardwalks, the downtown restoration
efforts, new fire stations to serve areas north of the Bay, and
our efforts to deliver city-level services to Woolmarket.
Vision is becoming reality. It’s happening now.
At the same time, our city departments and divisions have
been working every day to deliver the services that you
expect and deserve.
This report gives you an idea of the myriad issues and
successes that we’ve seen and the progress we’re
continuing to make.
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The new Woolmarket City Center will be coming online
in 2018, offering space for community gatherings and
Harrison County public library.

Fire Station
Popp’s Ferry Causeway Park, a vision nearly 40 years in the
making, is on track to open in April.

Fire Station: Construction will begin on Fire Station 7, a 13,000-square-foot command station that will be on
Popp’s Ferry Road near Cedar Lake, and a second station is in the works for Old Highway 67.

Happening now!

• Work to begin on 800-day, $23 million infrastructure contract, south of the CSX railway from Seashore Methodist
to east of I-110
• Popp’s Ferry Causeway Park, with bait shop, waterfront boardwalks, piers and public parking expected to open
• Will begin reconstruction of Howard Avenue, from Reynoir to Lameuse streets, to allow two-way traffic, with
on-street parking
• Construction to begin on West Beach festival boardwalk, beginning at Rodenberg and moving west toward
Camellia Street
• Construction to begin on an overhead pedestrian crosswalk at U.S. 90 and Caillavet, with construction on a
second, at U.S. 90 east of Main Street, to begin by end of 2018
• Repairs to exterior of Saenger Theater to begin this summer
• Hilton Garden Inn and Watermark, both on U.S. 90 east of Main Street, expected to open
• Construction underway on LaQuinta Inn and Suites, west of Doubletree
• Lighthouse Pier expected to open after Hurricane Nate repairs completed
• Finishline Performance Go-Karting track expected to open in west Biloxi
• Saltgrass Steakhouse expected to open at U.S. 90 and Myrtle Street
• First phase of construction of new Keesler entrance, the area west of Forest Avenue, expected to begin
• Woolmarket City Center, offering space for community gatherings and Harrison County public library, expected
to open
• Construction expected to begin on 13,000-square-foot Fire Station No. 7, at Cedar-Popp’s, and, if funds available,
on Station 10, on Old Highway 67, east of Cedar Lake Road

Community Development

• Issued nearly 3,000 permits, including 391 for commercial and 714 for residential
• Saw the completion of the following projects:
new Biloxi Junior High School, Big Play Bowling Alley, Woody’s Roadside Bar & Grill, The Blind Tiger Restaurant, Gulf
Beach RV Park, Starbucks Coffee Shop inside Harrah’s, Dunkin Donuts inside the Hard Rock and at Cedar Lake,
Woolmarket Pharmacy, new Sanctuary for Saint Mary Catholic Church, Camping World RV Sales & Services, Citizens
Bank and a Dollar General on Cedar Lake, Mugshots Grill & Bar, and the White Pillars restaurant; upgrades to Loves
Travel Stop & Country Store and a new Sunbelt Lighting Store, and the conversion of an historic home on Howard
Avenue into South Port Line Restaurant
• Permits were issued for the following major commercial projects:
Watermark Hotel, Hilton Garden Inn, Saltgrass Restaurant, Boogies Bar and Grill, Finishline Performance Go-Karting,
Circle K Convenience Store, interior remodel of the old Library on Lameuse Street for Le Café Beignet; renovations
to the former Merchiston Hall Store for the new Machado Patano Engineering Firm; interior remodel of the new
Woolmarket City Center
• Other projects include:
Conversion of Back Yard Burger into Sonic; a new field house for Biloxi Junior High School, a new strip mall on Popp’s
Ferry Road; remodel of the former Hancock Fabric on Eisenhower Drive to be converted into JoAnn Fabric; a City of
Biloxi walking trail; a Planet Fitness remodel; and the addition of a Wal-Mart online pickup in Popp’s Ferry Road
• Issued 134 building permits for new single family residences; issued nine commercial and 80 residential tree permits

Engineering Department
•
•
•
•

About 240 more homes and businesses in the Woolmarket area received access to city sewer
About 125 more homes and business in the Woolmarket area are set to receive access to city sewer
Widening of Popp’s Ferry Road from Cedar Lake Road to Lamey Street was completed
Management of the Hurricane Katrina Infrastructure Replacement Projects continues, with the largest being the
North Contract
• 30 miles of streets in the North project saw at least the base coat of asphalt
• Work on Phase I of the South Contract, from west of Chalmers Drive to I-110, south of the railroad track, began
in January
• Working with Department of Marine Resources to build a boardwalk on Back Bay from Forest Avenue to
Kensington Drive

New 33-foot all-aluminum vessel with fully enclosed cabin capable of treating
and transporting patients.

Keesler had another outstanding year, and motorists can expect to see
progress on the new Division Street gate in 2018.

Fire Department

• Responded to 7,444 calls for service, an increase of 716 calls from last year
• Medical emergencies accounted for 66 percent of all calls
• 27 firefighters completed certifications for EMTs: 70 total; one firefighter completed certifications for Paramedic;
4 total
• 577 smoke detectors installed in 155 residences
• Completed eighth year of Fire Academy for Kids summer camp
• Secured more than $200,000 in grants to purchase needed equipment
• Emergency Management transferred back to the Fire Department from the Police Department
• Received a more than $100,000 grant to purchase a 27-foot Fire Prevention and Safety Trailer
• Replacing Breathing Air Unit to increase capability and provide an endless supply of breathing air in the field; will
be the first-of-its kind in Mississippi
• Replacing 27-foot fire boat with a 33-foot all-aluminum vessel with fully enclosed cabin capable of treating and
transporting patients

Legal Department

• Recovered more than $300,000 in enforcement of existing city leases
• Updating existing leases and implementing new leases generated another $700,000

Parks & Recreation Department

• Installed new pool heater and replaced system providing heat and air conditioning in dressing rooms and lobby at
Biloxi Natatorium
• Installed 1,400-foot boardwalk and overlook along north side of Hiller Park
• Completed splash pad at Hiller Park, joint effort with Harrison County
• Opened East Biloxi Senior Center, joint effort with Harrison County
• Added pickle ball courts at the Popp’s Ferry Recreation Complex
• Repaired four tennis courts at the A.J. Holloway Sports Complex
• Assisted in hauling away more than 250 cubic yards of debris from neighborhoods after Hurricane Nate

Police Department
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Responded to 122,666 calls for service, with most generated by pro-active officers
Rescued 621 animals
Investigated and made arrests in the three homicides in 2017
Resolved more than 34 percent of felony cases, which is above the national average
Coordinated and managed the annual Southeastern Law Enforcement Explorer Academy
Coordinated the distribution of more than 700 meals on Thanksgiving and Christmas
Bomb squad recognized by FBI, ATF, and Mississippi Department of Homeland Security as the premier bomb unit
in the state
Organized security and traffic for more than 10 major events
Hosted the annual Mississippi Chiefs of Police Summer Conference; over 500 attendees
Prepared meals for several Mississippi Special Olympics events
Facilitated the planning of the 2017 Law Enforcement Torch Run, Mississippi Special Olympics
Body camera implementation showed a 45 percent reduction of complaints against officers

Port Division
•
•
•
•

Completed improvements to Small Craft Harbor boat ramp
Completed dredging at Point Cadet, slips deepened from 4.5 to 7.5 feet
Installed Wi-Fi at Small Craft Harbor Marina and Point Cadet Marina
Hosted the Gulf Coast Billfish Classic Tournament, Smokin’ the Sound Poker Run, and the Southern Kingfish
Association Nationals
• Building a 100-foot excursion boat pier at Point Cadet
• Now in the permitting phase for improvements at the Sherman V. Canaan Back Bay Fishing Dock

Biloxi saw a new state-of-the-art junior high school open,
with wings for STEM and arts classes.

The Public Works Department processed more than 9,000 work orders
and applied more than 13,000 tons of asphalt throughout the city.

Keesler had another outstanding year, and motorists can expect to see
progress on the new Division Street gate in 2018.

Public Works Department
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maintained more than 50 city buildings and MGM Park
Processed more than 9,000 work orders totaling $3.2 million
Repaired and/or replaced more than 40 catch basins
Used nearly 13,000 tons of asphalt to repair roadways
Installed and repaired more than 200 streets and traffic signs.
Maintained 23 waters wells, 127 lift stations, and more than 5,000 fire hydrants
Acquired 104 residential wastewater systems in Tuxachanie area
Assisted in hauling away more than 250 cubic yards of debris from neighborhoods after Hurricane Nate
Installed more than 200 water meters

Biloxi Housing Authority
•
•
•
•

Serves more than 17,000 Biloxi families
Celebrating nearly 80 years of providing safe, decent, affordable housing
Elected Laura Johnson as new chair of the board
Elected Marshall Eleuterius as new chair of the Biloxi Community Development Corporation, the non-profit branch
of the Biloxi Housing Authority
• Finalized transition to the Rental Assistance Demonstration Program, allowing public housing units to move to a
Section 8 platform
• Maintains 10 housing sites, with three specifically designed for seniors

Biloxi Public Schools

• Received an A rating
• Opened new state-of-the-art junior high
• Created Biloxi Upper Elementary, serving 5th and 6th graders

Biloxi Veterans Administration

• City’s second largest employer
• Received upgraded rating in service for 2017

Coast Transit Authority

• Re-established Casino Hopper Sunday service
• Increased number of solar-panel bus shelters
• Established a new route servicing apartments, businesses and library on Popp’s Ferry Road

Excel By 5

• Opened the Family Resource Center and Families First for Mississippi Center
• Continuing to host events throughout the year for children ages five and younger and their parents
• Organized by a team of educators, community leaders, and parents

Keesler Air Force – Mission Accomplishment
•
•
•
•
•

Graduated more than 30,000 students from 163 career fields
Led cutting-edge training methods, focused on optimal learning methods and technology
Treated more than 80,000 patients through world-class medical care
Performed the Air Force’s first robotics surgery and implanted the world’s smallest pacemaker
Hurricane Hunters flew more than 800 hours across more than 90 missions into 12 named storms

