
Introducing Bmail monthly
Blanket the city with your brand

On Jan. 1, the City of Biloxi is launching 
“Bmail monthly,” a full-color,
eight-page newsletter/calendar of 
events that will be delivered to all 
residents and businesses in Biloxi the 
last week of each month. Bonus copies 
also will be available at the Biloxi
Visitors Center and other city facilities.

The new city publication, which 
will also be featured on the 
city’s website each month, is an 
exclusive opportunity for ONE 
image-conscious Biloxi business 
to reach all of Biloxi.

Each month, “Bmail monthly” 
will offer the successful Biloxi 
business the back page, half-
page panel ad of your design, 
which is prominently displayed 
when folded down for mailing. 
In addition to the citywide postal 
audience, the newsletter will have 
a presence on the city website, 
and you will have a hyperlinked 
tile ad in the city’s popular Bmail 
e-news service, delivered to an 
audience of 9,000 three to four 
times a week.

The City of Biloxi pays for all 
design, printing and postage of 
the newsletter. The successful 
bidder supplies a 5½ by 8½
full-color ad each month for the 
half-page advertisement, which 
will be on the back cover. 

The city plans to launch Bmail 
monthly in January 2018. We are 
seeking a sponsor for the first 
quarter – January, February and 
March 2018. We are accepting 
bids, with a minimum bid of 
$13,500 for the first quarter (or 
$4,500 per month) with the high 
bidder receiving exclusive rights 
for January, February and
March 2018.
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A compendium of what’s happening in Biloxi

Oscar Renda plans paving of Nichols, Iroquois, Thelma
 Sidewalks are being installed on the 
eastern end of Division Street and paving 
will soon be going down on Nichols Drive, 
and Iroquois and Thelma streets, according 
to the latest video update from Oscar Renda 
Contracting. 
 John Cowart, Oscar Renda’s general 
superintendent over the east Biloxi 
infrastructure work, said completion of the 
work at Nichols Drive, which includes paving, 
sidewalks and curbing, will be  ahead of the 
opening of the new school year at Nichols 
Elementary School.
 Besides the paving at Iroquois and Thelma, 
contractors also are expected to pave 

Graham Avenue, where muddy conditions 
have prevented paving.
 Cowart also has updates on work at 
Division Street, and Porter and Keller 
avenues in the three-minute report, which 
was published on the city’s YouTube page 
Thursday.
 With the east Biloxi infrastructure project 
about 13 months away from its contracted 
end, Oscar Renda announced today that all 
streets east of Lee Street should be paved by 

the end of August.
 By the end of summer, the new sewer 
system is expected to be in place for the 
entire 2.2-mile length of Division Street, 
where paving is already in place from Oak 
Street to Penny Street.
 At the west end of the project, drainage on 
several streets off Porter Avenue, including 
Cherokee, Columbus and Balboa, and Circle 
Park, should be completed by the end of 
summer.
 The $124 million infrastructure project, 
which is seeing 55 miles of roadways rebuilt 
in east Biloxi north of the CSX railway, has a 
contracted completion date of June 24, 2018.

Downtown plan:
Return to the vibrancy of yesteryear
 The draft of Biloxi’s Downtown Restoration Plan presented to 
the public today was clear: Re-opening Howard Avenue to two-
way traffic, with on-street parking, needs to be Priority 1.
 And Southern Mississippi Planning and Development District, 
which is finalizing the five-year action plan in the next couple of 
weeks, says restoring two-way traffic to Howard Avenue could 
be realized in four to six months once construction begins. 
Estimated cost: $1 to $1.5 million.
 The plan, which was presented by planner Lindsay 
Ward of the development district, also had a host of other 
recommendations for Year 1:
 — Restoring the Saenger Theater and making use of an 

L-shaped alley that wraps around the theater
 — Uncovering the authentic façade of the Barq Building 

and offering multi-use, affordable rent for small businesses 
and downtown residents in the building

 — Enter public private partnerships to build camouflaged parking 
facilities in the downtown area, hosting retail shops on their ground 
floor

 — Return Water Street, which runs east and west south midway 
between Howard and U.S. 90, to two-way traffic

 — Create crosswalks at MGM Park and the Biloxi Small Craft 
Harbor

 — Offer wi-fi throughout the downtown district.
 In all, the 18-page report had 25 recommendations for the 
downtown area, with a goal of beginning 16 of them in the first year of 
the plan.
 The overriding message of the plan: Move away from the urban 
renewal project of decades ago, when the city attempted to diminish 

the impact of Edgewater Mall by converting streets to pedestrian 
traffic only.
 In fact, the report said, a nationwide study by the Downtown 
Fresno Partnership found that such plans in cities across the country 
had an 89 percent failure rate and the overwhelming majority had 
restored two-way traffic or otherwise repurposed.
 The report also said the city should stop referring to its downtown 
area as the “Vieux Marche,” another carryover from the urban renewal 
effort, and refer to the street simply as Howard Avenue.
 The downtown plan will “lay the foundation for the city to restore 
downtown Biloxi back to its vibrant and historically authentic self.”

A parade on Howard Avenue In 
the 1950s. See more old photos at 
www.biloxi.ms.us/downtown

See the video
updates at
biloxi.ms.us
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