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SECTION 904 - NOTICE TO BIDDERS NO. 7                                                     CODE:  (IS)

DATE:  06/09/2017

SUBJECT:  HIGH VOLTAGE OVERHEAD LINES

House Bill No. 1265 (Mississippi Legislature Regular Session 1988) states in part:

No person shall, individually or through an agent or employee, perform any function or activity upon any land, building, highway or other premises if at any time during the performing of that function or activity the person performing the function or activity could be reasonably expected to move or be placed within ten (10) feet of any high voltage overhead line or if any equipment or part of any tool or material used by the person could be reasonably expected to move or be placed within ten (10) feet of any high voltage overhead line during the performance of any function or activity.

No person shall, individually or through an agent or employee, operate or bring any mechanical equipment or hoisting equipment or any other equipment or part of any tools or material within ten (10) feet of any high voltage overhead line.

If any person desires to carry on any function, activity, work or operation in closer proximity to any high voltage overhead line than permitted by this chapter, the person responsible for performing the work shall promptly notify the electric utility operating the high voltage overhead line, in writing, on a form to be provided by such electric utility, and shall not perform the work until mutually satisfactory arrangements have been made between such electric utility and the person or business entity responsible for performing the work.

The required ten foot clearance shall not be provided by movement of the high voltage overhead line through strain impressed, by attachments, or otherwise.

The person responsible for performing the work in the vicinity of the high voltage overhead lines shall at no cost, receive a written cost estimate from the utility for providing the necessary safety arrangements.

"High voltage" means a voltage in excess of six hundred (600) volts between conductors or from any conductor to ground.

"Overhead lines" mean all bare or insulated electrical conductors installed above the ground. 

"Warning sign" means a weather-resistant sign of not less than seven (7) inches by ten (10) inches reading as follows:  "DANGER-UNLAWFUL TO OPERATE THIS EQUIPMENT NEARER THAN 10 FEET TO HIGH VOLTAGE OVERHEAD LINES."

Any person who knowingly violates this chapter may be subject to civil penalty in amount not to exceed Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) to be imposed by a court of competent jurisdiction against said person.

The Form entitled, "NOTICE OF WORK TO BE PERFORMED IN PROXIMITY OF HIGH VOLTAGE POWER LINES" is included in the contract documents.  The top portion only of the form shall be completed, signed and returned by the Contractor upon execution of the contract.  The City will transmit a copy of the signed form to each of the electric utility companies that may be involved with providing protective services.

It is not expected that the Contractor will suffer any cost from the utility company providing necessary safety arrangements when a high voltage overhead line is located on public right-of-way.  When an electric utility company claims otherwise, the Contractor shall notify the Project Engineer so the City may take appropriate action.
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