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What is a Comprehensive Plan?

• A community-wide framework for fitting it all together. 

• A reflection of community wide values and aspirations 
– what do we want Biloxi to be in the future?

• A guide for managing change and a reference point for 
policy making.

• A direction for public projects or initiatives.
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Organization of the Plan

• What is our Vision? (20-25 
Years)

• What do we need to do? Long 
Range Goals and Objectives

• How do we do it? 
Implementation and Action Plan 

• …..Organized into Plan 
Elements:

• Land Use
• Natural, Cultural, and Historic 

Resources
• Transportation
• Community Facilities and 

Services
• Housing
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Phase 1
Project Mobilization

Phase 2
Conditions & Issues

Phase 3 
Goals & Objectives

Phase 4
Plan Development

Phase 5 
Plan Adoption

Kickoff Meetings

Project 
Organization

Community Tour

Stakeholder 
Interviews

Review of 
Plans/Policies

Inventory & 
Analysis

Community 
Survey 

Vision Statement

Updating of 
previously 
adopted policies

Plan Elements

Geographic 
Focal Areas

- Downtown 
Revitalization 
Strategy

- Neighborhood 
Improvement 
Strategies

Implementation

Draft Plan 
Review

Final Plan 
Preparation and 
Adoption

April – May 
2008

June – August 
2008

September -
November 2008

December 2008 –
May 2009

May 2009 –
January 2010

Planning Process and Schedule
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Community Survey

Existing Conditions Report

Public Workshops and Open Houses

Planning Process and Schedule

Biloxi Comprehensive Plan  / Planning Commission Recommended Draft



1) Storm Vulnerability

2) Rebuilding the Peninsula

3) Managing Growth North of the Bay

The Big Issues
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The Vision

The best of Biloxi’s past – its cultural heritage, 
natural resources, and the spirit of its people –
is carried forward and enhanced in a 
prosperous, resilient city for the 21st century. 
The City’s 21st century renaissance is based 
on:

• A diverse, thriving economy that 
capitalizes on Biloxi’s assets: its natural 
and cultural resources, economic 
anchors, status as a premiere visitor 
destination, and the entrepreneurial spirit 
of its people.

• A healthy environment that supports 
quality of life, sustains the economy, and 
protects against storm damage and 
flooding.

• A welcoming community that celebrates 
Biloxi’s unique character and sense of 
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What Do We Need to Do? / Objectives
• “Raise the bar” on the visual quality of new development.
• Enhance visual quality along major corridors.
• Organize development North of the Bay around mixed-use 

centers.
• Establish transitions & buffers between higher/lower 

intensity uses.
• Encourage energy-efficient building practices and open 

space.

How Can We Do It? / Actions
• Implement design standards for new commercial, mixed-

use and multi-family development. 
• Create a Scenic Corridor Overlay District.
• Modify zoning to encourage mixed use development.
• Improve infrastructure consistent with the Future Land Use 

Map.
• Enact transitional standards for commercial and high-

density residential.

Example Recommendations - Land Use
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What Do We Need to Do? / Objectives
• Diversify economic activity. 
• Grow the visitor industry.
• Ensure the commercial seafood industry remains vital. 
• Encourage business startups and local entrepreneurs.

How Can We Do It? / Actions
• Establish a Biloxi Economic Development Committee to 

implement the recommendations.
• Explore creation of a business/light industrial center North 

of the Bay.
• Strengthen the Museum District as a mixed-use 

entertainment center linked to the Biloxi Peninsula Path.
• Implement the proposed Seafood Village on the Back Bay. 
• Support establishment of an Innovation Center in East 

Biloxi.

Example Recommendations – Economic Development
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1) East Biloxi

2) West Biloxi

3) North Biloxi

4) Woolmarket

Neighborhood Improvement Strategies
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Strategy #1
• Recreate resilient land use and development 

capitalizing on the waterfront and interior 
neighborhoods.

Priority Actions
• Support working waterfront development.
• Encourage mixed-use and mixed-housing types in 

residential developments.
• Reduce storm vulnerability through community 

open spaces (designed to absorb floodwater).
• Provide zoning incentives to encourage developers 

to maximize open space within floodplain sites.
• Establish transitions/buffers between 

neighborhoods and higher-density, visitor uses. 

East Biloxi Neighborhood Strategy - Example
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West Biloxi Neighborhood Strategy - Example

Strategy #2
• Establish a network of pedestrian and bike paths 

that allows safe recreation for residents and 
visitors.

Priority Actions
• Maintain a continuous public pathway along the 

Highway 90 corridor (the Biloxi Peninsula Path). 
• Create greenway connections from the Sand Beach 

and the Peninsula Path to the Biloxi Back Bay.
• Support implementation of the Sand Beach Master 

Plan (e.g., active open spaces, vegetative dunes, 
carefully located parking). 
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North Biloxi Neighborhood Strategy - Example

Strategy #1
• Reinforce the Regional Activity Center at Cedar 

Lake and I-10 with attractive mixed-use 
development (e.g. retail, medical, employment, 
community services, and housing).

Priority Actions
• Enact new zoning districts to encourage mixed-

use/commercial development at Cedar Lake. 
• Explore the possibility of establishing transit service 

as the center develops.
• Encourage “medical cluster” uses at Cedar Lake.
• Support the Innovation Center’s work in promoting 

entrepreneurial activity and small business 
development.
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Woolmarket Neighborhood Strategy - Example

Strategy #1
• Establish a Regional Activity Center focused on the 

I-10/Hwy67 interchange and other, smaller centers 
as Woolmarket grows.

Priority Actions
• Use new zoning districts to encourage development 

of the Woolmarket Regional Activity Center, 
transitioning out to lower-density uses. 

• Use new zoning districts to encourage smaller-
scale “village” centers. 

• Explore the possibility of providing future transit 
service as the Woolmarket and other centers 
develop.

• Update the LDO to promote protection of open 
space and environmentally sensitive areas.

• Develop greenway corridors as part of a citywide 

Transition from
 H

igher to Low
er  D

ensity
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Downtown Biloxi Strategy - Example

Strategy #2
• Focus short-term investment in the central core of 

Downtown, with clear visibility to Beach Blvd to 
attract pedestrians.   

Priority Actions
• Redevelop sites on Lameuse Street using public 

infrastructure investments (e.g., streetscape) to 
incentivize private investment.  

• Promote a “Rue Magnolia” shopping 
district/Restaurant Row centered along a pedestrian 
walkway.

• Designate a Historic Core with architectural design 
guidelines that captures  the “Old Biloxi” visual 
character. 
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Comments
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