
5

Construction is scheduled to begin by the end of the year on a new
Point Cadet fishing bridge and be completed in early 2012. The new
fishing pier will be nearly 4,700 feet long, about 200 feet shorter than
the Katrina-destroyed bridge, but it will be wider and offer overhead
lights that will illuminate the bridge itself and adjoining waters. The
vehicle-accessible pier features two 11-foot vehicle lanes bordered by
two five-foot, ADA-accessible sidewalks; and vehicle turnarounds at
the halfway point and at the end of the bridge. The remnants of a
similarly storm-destroyed bridge at Back Bay will be removed, but the
bridge itself will not be rebuilt. 

When Michael Lebatard and Brad Jones of LDJ Architects sat down to design the
new bait and tackle shop at the Biloxi Small Craft Harbor, there was no
shortage of challenges. “The first thing we had to have something
that was 19 feet above sea level,” Lebatard said. “Then it had
to be readily accessible for handicapped individuals. And we
had to provide an elevator, and do it in a building that was
designed to withstand 140 mph winds. And, of course, it had to be
built for less than a million dollars.” The result is an 1,800-square
foot design that includes an efficient traction elevator, and
elevated mechanical and electrical systems aimed at
minimizing the damage and clean-up from future storms.
The facility will feature ground level fuel pumps and bait
tanks, but otherwise everything else will be elevated. There
was also a nod to history. Said Lebatard: “For inspiration, we looked at
some 1,200 photographs of buildings from the past of the Gulf Coast, things
like the old Edgewater Hotel, the old Biloxi Hotel gazebo, and other historically
pertinent designs that were quaint, unique, and relevant to the history of Biloxi.”
Construction, pending FEMA approval, is expected to begin January 2011.
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